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Is the Cholera Spasmodica of India a Con- 
tagious Disease? The Question consi- 
dered in a Letter addressed to Sir Henry 
Halford, M.D., President of the Board 
of Health, &. By Wittram Mac- 
M.D, 8vo0., pp. 34. London, 
Murray, September, 1851. 

Wuew the present pamphlet was placed in 

our bands, we confess that the author’s 

official situation as amember of the Board of 

Health, led us to expect some additional in- 

formation from its pages. We thought we 

should find some account of the new pro- 
gress the cholera has made in Europe ; that 
we should have hed pointed out the chan- 


nels through which it entered the Prussian isted 


dominions on their inland frontiers,—per- 
haps that we should have been informed 
how it baffled the cordons of Berlin, Of all 
these points, and countless others, which 
we shall not stay to enumerate, it is legiti- 
mate to suppose that the members of the 
Board possess some practical information, for 
if they do not, their office is a nullity, and the 
public health might as safely have been made 
to depend on the calculations of the astrono- 
mers at Greenwich. Our readers, then, will 
participate in our disappointment, when we 
inform them that Dr. Macmichac)'’s pam- 
phlet does not contain one particle of infor- 
mation on any of the subjects we have al- 
luded to. That in its constraction, the 
author has not availed himself of the fertile 
sources of knowledge which the goverament 
hasconfidedto his colleagues and himself, and 
consequently, that itmust not for a moment 
be regarded as pattaking of an official cha- 
racter, Had Dr, Macmichael ever seen or 
heard of the Boord of Health, his pamphlet 
would be quite as good. Hundreds of better 
essays bave been written, a8 far as the cho- 


lora is coneerned; by persoas not possessing 


No. 421, 


a hundredth part of his almost unbounded 
facility for a thorough investigation of the 
subject. 

But superficial and unsatisfactory as is 
the essay, so far, we repeat, as the cholera 
is concerned, we by no means intend to deny 
it the possession of a secondary degree of 
merit, the wature of which will be sufficiently 
collected from the subjoined analysis of its 
contents, 

In the first page, after a most courteous 
salaam to the “* magnus Apollo” of British 
physic, Dr. Macmichael informs us that 
some years since he wrote a short pamphlet 
on the progress of opinion upon the subject 
of contagion, in which he advocated the ex- 
of that peculiar agent, The general 
reasoning then resorted to he now applies 
to the consideration of the new pestilence, 
at “whose fearful approach all Europe 
stands aghast.” He then enters into a se- 
ries of glances (we cannot bring to our aid 
a more descriptive expression) at the histo- 
ries of small-pox, measles, and the plague. 
With respect to the first of these mala- 
dies, he shows that it was long prevalent in 
Europe, and had sacrificed multitudes of 
victims before its contugious nature was 
perceived or suspected, With respect to 
the plague, as his observations possess some 
interest, they shall be placed before our 
readers. 

** Nowit may be worth while to inquire 
what is the exact situation of those Frank 
inhabitants of Constantinople, who, during 
the height of the plague in that city, shut 
themselves up, and adopt the precautions 
of a voluntary quarantine ; and | will select 
the residence of the British embassy, which 
is usually called the English Palace, as om 
example. It is situated in Pera, and stands 
in the centre of a large garden, which is 
surrounded by high walls, It immediately 
adjoins a Tarkish cometery, where mult- 
tudes are buried daily during the season of 
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pestilence. All the windows of the apart- 
ments usually inhabited, look to the pr 


and south-west; they sre almost always’ 


kept open, and the freest ventilation con- 
stantly maintained. The inmates of the 
palace take exercise in the garden, which 
is of several acres extent, at all hours, and 
expose themselves, without the slightest 
reserve, to every change of temperature ; 
in short, the only precaution they adopt, is 
to remain within their walls, and avoid the 
possibility of touching any one infected 
with the plague. 

“If it were possible that the disease 
should be excited by the air, what could 
save the English residents from its attacks? 
They are as much exposed to the influence 
of the atmosphere, particularly to the pesti- 
Jential blasts from the south, asif they were 
walking the streets of Constantinople, end 
yet they uniformly escape, But it may be 
observed that the wind here blows generally 
from the east or west—that is, ap or down 
the channel of the Bosphorus; and when it 
sets in from the west, which is often the 
case, the gales are charged with the effluvia 
from the city of Constantinople. Nor is 
the assertion true, that the Turks them- 
selves have no idea of the infectious nature 
of the plague ; many of them believe it to 
be so, and the most enlightened of them all, 
the Pasha of Egypt, adopts a quarantine for 
his own security. When the plague is at 
Cairo, he either retires to a garden situated 
‘about two leagaes from the city, and sur- 
rounds himself by his troops, or he shuts 
himself up in a fortress on the other side of 
the Nile at Gizeb, It is: not my intention 
to enumerate the various plagues that have, 
at different times, made their appearance in 
Europe, but the features of the following 
story are so striking, and all the particulars 
are detailed with so mach circumstantiality, 
that it carries with it an irresistible con- 
viction of its truth. It is an account given 
by Mead, of the introduction of the plague 
into the Peak of Derbyshire ; and whether 
we consider the remoteness of the spot from 
the original source of infection, the dis- 
tinct of the chanuel by which the con- 
tagion was conveyed, or the judicious and 
effectual means adopted to put a stop to the 

rogress of the disease, the relation cannot 

il to he thought interesting. 

«+ The plague,’ says he, ‘ was likewise 
at Eham (Eyam), in the Peak of Derby- 
shire, being brought thither by means of a 
box sent from London to a tailor in that 
village, containing some materials relating 
to his trade. There being several incidents 
in this latter instance, that will not only 
serve to establish in particular the precepts 
I have been giving, in relation to goods, 
but likewise all the rest of the directions 
that have been set down for stopping the 


progress of the plague from one town to 
another, I shall Faish this chapter with a 
particular relation of what passed in that 
place. A servant, who opened the afore-- 
said box, complaining that the goods were 
damp, was ordered to dry them at the fire ; 
but in doing it was seized with the plague 
and died: same misfortune 
itself to all the rest of the family, except 
the tailor’s wife, who alone survived. From 
hence the distemper spread about, and dey 
stroyed in that village, and the rest of the 
parish, though a small one, between two and. 
three hundred persons. But notwithstand- 


ing this so great violence of the disease, ¥ r 


was restrained from reaching beyond th 
parish by the care of the rector, from whose 
son, another worthy gentleman, I have 
the relation. This clergyman advised that 
the sick should be removed into buts or 
barracks built upon the common, and pto- 
euring by the interest of the then Earl'of 
Devonsbire, that the people should be well 
furnished with provisions, he took effectus} 
care that no one should go out of the parish, 
and by this means he protected his neigh- 
bours from infection with complete suc- 
cess.’—Mead on the Plague, p. 149. 

« The name of the clergyman spoken of 
by Mead was Mompesson, and the follow- 
ing particulars of him are extracted from the 
European Magazine, July, 1793. 

* Mr. Mompesson, who appears to have 
been an ailing man, never caught the 
plague, and was enabled, during the whole 
time of the calamity, to perform the func- 
tions of the @ priest, and the 
legislator, of his afflicted parish, assistin 
the sick with his medicines, his advice, an 
his prayers. This fatal disease visited 
seventy-six families, out of which two hun- 
dred and fifty-nine persons died. The 
churchyard not being able to contain the 
bodies of those who perished by the plague, 
many persons were buried in the hills, and 
the fields adjoining. Many of the tomb- 
stones erected to their memory are still 
visible. The plague broke out in the spring 
of 1666, and ceased at the beginning of 
October in the same year. To prevent the 
contagion from spreading into the neigh- 
bourbood of Eyam, the Earl of Devonshire, 
then resident at Chatsworth, six or seven 
miles from Eyam, caused provisions and 
the necessaries of life to he peces upon the 
hills at regular times, at appointed 
places, to which the inhabitants resorted, 
and carried them off with them. By the 
persuasion and authority of the excellent 
rector, the inbabitants were prevailed upoa 
to remain within a certain district, 

“ The same magazine contains three ori- 
ginal letters of Mr. Mompesson, written 
during the time of the plague, which were 
sent to the editor by a gentleman of Eyam, 
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OR NON-CONTAGION OF THE INDIAN CHOLERA. 


and which contain a very affecting account 
of his own domestic calamities ; though 
his children were sent away, his wife re- 
mained with him, caught the disease, and 
died of it, She is buried in the church- 
yard, and a monument with a Latin in- 
scription erected to her memory.” 

_ With this extract, and a few additional 
anecdotes of inferior interest, the author 
ekes out twenty-four pages of his essay. He 
then arrives at the consideration of the cho- 
lera, and extracts a few brief sentences 
from some of the Indian reports, to show 
that the authors who supported the non- 
contagious opinion, were, in general, guilty 
of much loose reasoning and misconception 
on the subject. With this opinion we 
perfectly coincide, but at the same time 
must observe, that in advancing charges of 
iMogical argumentation, Dr. Macmichael 
should be aware, that many of the facts on 
which he builds his hasty conclusions, are 
by no means so scriptural as he believes. 
Some observations by our correspondent 


* Alpha,” on the danger of reasoning on | q 


supposed facts, are well worthy Dr. Macmi- 
cheel’s attention. On the other hand, Al- 
pha” may read with advantage the following 
observations by the author of the pamphlet 
on the supposed dereliction of the sick, 
which a belief in the contagious nature of 
the cholera might be deemed likely to occx- 
sion. 
** So that, lest the few sick, who might 
fall victims to the disease on its first break- 
ing out in India, should be deprived of me- 
dical assistance and attendant nurses, the 
whole human race was to be exposed to the 
dire calamity of a universal pestilence ! 
But the argument is really worth nothing ; 
for, admitting it to be contagious, no such 
alternative as the cruel and inhuman deser- 
tion of the sick would have been necessary. 
Are the unfortunate beings attacked with 
the plague deserted and left to die without 
remorse? The mode by which that fatal 
disease is propagated having been well 
studied (which is now acknowledged to be 
by near approach to, or, as is the genera! 
belief, by actual contact with infected per- 
sons or things), the sick of the plague are 
attended, and medicines administered to 
them with as much humanity as those of 
Other diseases ; care only being taken to 
observe the requisite precautions, Typhus 
fever is allowed to be contagious where free 
ventilation is not adopted, and when the 
breath of the patient is incautiously inhaled ; 
but if these measures of prudence be ob- 


served, no physivien, however timid, dreads 


to visit and prescribe for a person ill of the 
most malignant form of continued fever.” 

Dr. Macmichael next cursorily alludes to 
the supposed pre-existence of the true pes- 
tilential cholera on the Indian peninsula 
long before the great irruption at Jessore 
in 1817. On this point the anti-contagion- 
ists lay much emphasis, How, they ex- 
claim, can a disease which occurred in In- 
dia at various periods from 1680 to 1784 
be transmissible from person to person, and 
still have spontaneously ceased? Let us 
hear Dr. Macmichael’s reply :— 

*€ That such a fact should now be osten- 
tatiously brought forward by the anti-con- 
tagionists is very natural; since they ima- 
gine that a disease which had appeared at 
intervals from 1680 to 1784, committing 
ravages to a certain extent, and then stop- 
ping without diffusing itself universally, 
could not possess the property of being 
communicable from one to another. 
To this, it may be replied, that the records 
from which these statements are drawn, are 
very imperfect ; that the description of the 
isease is too vague to prove its identity 
with the present spasmodic cholera; and 
finally, that allowing the anti-contagionists 
all the force and advantage of their argu- 
mem, it must never be forgotten that the 
history of the origin of all contagious dis- 
eases is involved in great obscurity. An 
ingenious treatise has been written to prove 
that the eruptive fevers have prevailed from 
the earliest ages; that the small-pox, 
measles, and scarlet fever, were known to 
the Greek and Roman physicians; nor is 
the position altogether void of plausibility. 
But that it should ever be @ matier of dis- 
pute, whether a disease so well marked, 
and so uniform in the appearance of its 
symptoms, did or did not exist at these 
remote periods, is a certain proof, at all 
events, that the small-pox never could have 
spread epidemically, and committed the ra- 
vages which it is obser ved in modern times 
to do in all countries that it invades, where 
no measures of precaution have been pre- 
viously employed to modify or prevent it.”” 

Now, although we fully agree with the 
author’s deductions, we must contend that 
his reasoning is about as inconclusive os 
can well be imagined. Why, in the name 
of common sense, did he think it necessary 
to revert to the unknown origin and dubious 
progress of the small-pox, when the history 
of the London Fever Hospital should have 
been fresh in his recollection? Let him 
take up Dr. Tweedie’s Clinical Lilustrations, 
and he will find ample proof of the almost 
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perpetual existence of a virulent contagion 
within the walls of that building ; yet Lon- 
don neither is, nor probably ever will be, the 
arena for the ravages of the disease spread- 


ing from this particular centre. We have 


here before our eyes a contagious transmis- 
sible disease. Yet it remains within itsden, 
and the people are unmolested, The infer- 
ence is, we believe, sufficiently plain. 

We quote Dr. Machmichael’s concluding 
sentence to show our readers that the spirit 
of partizanship may associate itself as 
readily on the side of probable truth as with 
senseless or obvious falsehood. 

* Be this as it may, no one can deny, that 
in the spasmodic cholera of India, which 
has now spread over a great part of Europe, 
we see at this moment a disease which, in 
its progress and mode of propagation pos- 
sesses a)! the rties of acontagion; and 
to maintain tbat it is nota pestilence of that 
sort, is, in my humble opinion, wilfully to 
abandon all the ordinary maxims of pru- 
dence, and ‘to remain obstinately blind to 
the dictates of common sense. 

** Should the disease unhappily reach this 
country, will the perverse ingenuity of the 
find out some plausible 
argument hy which they will endeavour to 
prove, that, though the very ship which 
may import it should be pointed out, yet 
there was some accidental coincidence be- 
tween the arrival of the vessel, and the 
breaking out of the pestilence, and that the 
two events hed no necessary connexion : 
and, as in the case of the Topaze frigate, at 
the Mauritius, that the two circumstances 
were independent of each other ? 

That no such opportunity for subtle dis- 

tation may ever present itself in England 
Seem devoutly to be prayed for: in the 
mean time, due diligence should be exer- 
cised to observe the strictest and most in- 
exorable quarantine.” 

Though we also are contagionists in a 
limited and eclectic sense of the term, and 
though we have, we believe, advanced al- 
ready much stronger reasons for our faith 
than any which the official author of the 
present pamphlet propounds, we should still 
deem ourselves in truth ‘ blind to the dio- 
tates of common sense,” if we addressed 
such language to those who differed from 


us. Dr. Macmichael has evidently closed | 


his eyes upon the truth, that some of the 
facts and arguments adduced by the sup- 
porters of non-contayion, are still more ra- 


DIFFUSE FALSE ANEURISM. 


To the Editor of Tue Lawcet. ~~ 


Sin,— The subject of “ diffuse false 
|aveurism,” haviog several times occupied 
| your pages, the successful issue of the fol- 
owing case may perhaps render it of suf- 
ficient interest to be recorded in your value 
able publication, 
Your constant reader, 
Batt. 
Great Grimsby, Sept. 1831, 


Case. 


On the 24th of April, 1829, I was requeste 
ed to visit J. T., atat. 16, who was labour- 
ing under a ‘‘ diffused pulsating tumour,” 
occupying full two lower thirds of the inner 
surface of the right thigh; at the lower 
third of the limb a wound was observed, 
which, upon inquiry, l learnt had been in- 
flicted on the 3d instant by a broad pen- 
knife, the blade passing in. a directi 
obliquely upwards and inwards. 

A very violent bleeding followed the in- 
fiction of the wound, which was 
by the application of a quantity of tobacco 
tightly bound over the orifice by some of 
his fellow servants. About three weeks 
elapsed from the receipt of this injury, and 
during the first fortnight, évery-thing 
= going on very favourably. From 

leeding being so easily commanded,—from 

its not flowing per saltem—and from the 
absence of any tumour in the situation of 
the artery, it was naturally inferred that 
the artery was not wounded. The pati- 
ent, however, was still confined to bed, 
and on Sunday the 19th a severe hemor- 
rhage took place, which was repressed by 
the former application before any medical 
assistance arrived (tho patient lived in the 
country, aud was four miles distant from his 
medical attendant), During the night and 
following day he suffered severe pain in the 
limb, and a tumour was now evidently form- 
ing in the situation of the, wound. From 
Monday to Friday three bleedings took 
place, which were repressed with the as- 
sistance of the tourniquet. The swelling 
rapidly increased, and when I visited him 
on the 24th, had extended over two-thirda 
of the inver aspect of the thigh ;, his pulse 
remarkably quick; indifferent appetite; and 
his face completely blanched. . There could 
no longer be any, the least, doubt respect- 
ing the nature of the disease, aa pressure 
upon the artery in the groin arrested the 
pulsation in the tumour, aud. rendered, its 
substance much less tense ; and upon the 
the pul:atioa 


tional, stubborn, and conclusive, than those | pressure being removed, both 
j i and tension returned, 


ed 
| On the 25th, in consultation, it was dee 


which he mainly adduces in justification of 
bis opinions, 
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MR. LEVISON’S CASE OF SUPPOSED GLANDERS, 805 


termined to secure the artery, which was | od station on the road for many years. ‘‘ Bill 
effected by making an inci along the | Norbrook,” as he was cognomened by bis 
outer edge of the sartorius muscle, to the | chums, was always civil and obliging to 
extent of five or six inches, taking the ori- those who travelled with bim, and the soa 
ginal wound as the centre. By carefully was in this particular the counterpart of the 
removing a very large quantity of fluid and | father. Young Norbrook bad an early pre- 
coagulated blood, the wounded artery was | dilection for coach-driving, and as soon as it 
exposed, runniog between the bone and | became possible for him to handle the reins, 
tendon of the adductor magnus ; then care- he was initiated as one of “ the order ofthe 
fully separating it from its sheath and imme-| whip.” I mention this circumstonce, as it 
diate connexions, a ligature was placed will be shown in the sequel, how strongly he 
above and below the opening in the vessel ; | illustrated the adage, ** the ruling passion 
the sides of the wound were approximated | strong in death,” for in his last moments, it 
by sutures and simple adhesion. Directions will be seen, that his soul was engrossed in 
were given to preserve the heat of the limb, | bis avocation, as he continued driving his 
by the continued application of bottles filled ¢its, until death drove him full-gallop to 
with warm water, and enveloping it in flan- | another world. 
nel. | Bill Norbrook, jun, (the subject of this 
A daily report of this case would be much | notice) latterly drove the Norwich and Wis- 
too minute to prove interesting. Suffice it to| beach coach ; on the nighton which he receiv- 
say, very trifivg constitutional disturbance | ed the fatal infection, he had arrived in Wis- 
ensued, with very moderate suppuration beach very much fatigued ; having refreshed 
from the wounds, and in one fortnight from | himself, and being sleepy, he drew himself 
the operation, the ligament from the artery to the kitchen fire, and in order to enjoy 
separated, at which time I discontinued my | his nap with more luxurious ease, he un- 
regular attendance, It is now upwards of | buttoned the knees of his breeches, and fell 
two years since the operation was perform. | fast astoans the soundness of which was no 
ed, aud the patient expresses himself as|doubt enbanced by bodily fatigue, and the 
having experienced a most perfect recovery, | food and glasses of brandy and water which he 
the affected limb being in no respect dete-| bad taken. On awaking, be felt a smarting 
tiorated by the injury. sensation, avd he discovered that the fire 
bad drawa a small blister on his knee. With 
the wish of obtaining immediate ease, he 


CASE OF took a lancet from bis pocket and punctured 
GLANDERS (?) the blister, in order “ to let out the water.” 
- Gh. It happened that he had used ¢he same lancet 


to one of bis horses supposed to have had 
HUMAN SUBJECT. the and bad put it up 
wiping the point, so that even after he 

By J. L. Levison, Surgeon, London. | for the blister on the 
_— knee there was some of the inspissated 

Havinc seen in some of the late numbers /virws still adhering to the Jancet. The 
of Tue Lancer, two or three interesting | effects of the poison did not produce any 
papers on the subject of the glanders,;immediate inconvenience, and two days 
wherein it was contended by one writer, | must have elapsed before its absorption into 
that it was infectious, and by another | the system produced the horrid consequences 
that it was not, it occurred to me that | am about to describe, for he went his jour- 
the following case, as far as 1 could collect; ney and returned; but alas! it was to take 


“evidence of its history, did certainly go far | his last and longest one. The description 


to prove, that the virus of an affected horse of the symptoms must necessurily be vague, 
will produce specific effects in man, and/as I received the account of his illuess 
that when absorbed into the system, the | from those who were present ; but although 
cousequences aré a distressing nature,| they were non-medical persons, the facts, 
producing, in some’ “instances, death ; but | nevertheless, appear to me worth attending 

bably the viralencé of the poisonand the to. Poor Bill Norbrook was seized with 


sults may be modified by the age, temper- 
ament, and bodily health, of the affected 


person. 
As the case is one of a peculiar kind, 1 
‘shall pteface my ‘accoant of it with some 
brief remarks on ‘the bistory of the sufferer, 
who was acoachmun, named Norbrook. Ina 
person he was short, thin, and very dark (of 
a bilious temperament), and the son of a man 


colour; who liad held also a similar elevat- 


a kind of brain fever, which made him quite 
mad; he roared, raved, blustered, and 
swore, in the most boisterous mauuer, and 
all for bis horses. It was curious to observe 
the nature of his delirium, for if incoherent 
on many things, yet when speaking of 
horses or coaches, he maintained more con- 
nected associations ; for example, he would 
rave in a strain to this effect :—'' He would 


drive himself, by G—d! No man should 
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drive his horses—pretty creatures—they 
were in good trim, wer'nt they! What ho, my 
tits; goit, then—go it, my pretty fellows,” 
and much more to the same purpose. This 
state continued two or three days with only 
a few intervals of quiet, and occasionally 
seasoned with oaths to stable-boys, ostlers, 
and horse-keepers, and at last the malady 
became so t, that to keep him from get- 
ting up, the attendants put ropes to the 
Bodspests, and gave them to him as reins, 
and in this manner he continued driving to 
the last; illustrating, as before remarked, 
“the ruling passion,” until death ended 
sufferings. 

“I recollect Norbrook very well, and can 
say that he was a sober, temperate young 
man, and enjoyed very good health ; hence 
the suddenness of the attack must be re- 
ferred to his having used the lancet as be- 
fore detailed. My informant stated, that 
he thinks Norbrook was locally affected, 
that is, where the puncture was made. Of 
this latter fact I can only speak doubtfully, 
owing to absence of positive evidence. 

If this letter should be seen by the medi- 
cal geutlemen who attended poor Norbrook,* 
it would be a valuable contribution to sur- 
gical science to have the particulars detailed 
with greater accuracy, and the morbid ap- 
— of the brain, &c., a8 in all pro- 

ility a post-mortem examination took 
place.+ In conclusion I may add, that how- 
ever imperfect this communication is, I 
hope it may be the means of procuring more 
correct information on a case of such decided 
interest. 

8, Gower Street North, Sept. 1831. 


4& BRIEF NOTICE OP THE PRESENT STATE OF 
GRAHAM ISLAND, 


A RECENT VOLCANO, 
ON THE COAST OF SICILY. 


By A. Ossonne, Esq., Surgeon of 
M.S. es. 


Ow the 19th of Aug. 1851, we got sight of 
Graham Island in the afternoon ; it is about 
twenty-seven miles from Sciacca, on the 
southern coast of Sicily, lat, 37 deg, 11 N. 
long. 22 deg. 44 BE, It appeared to be two 
hummocks, united by a lower neck of land, 
and from the southern extremity emitted a co- 
Jamn of smoke or vapour of uncertain density 
and magnitude, On the 20th, after diligently 
working to windward all night, we approach- 
ed the island considerably ; and the breeze 
springing up favourably trom the S.E., we 


* Itis more than probable that it will be seen at 
» # Tax Lancer is taken in most 


the most intelligent prac 


were enabled to heave-to within one mile 
distance, at 10 o'clock a.m. On our approach 
to the island we observed immense shoals of 
porpoises, and multitudes of sea fowi, chie 
gulls, attracted, no doubt, by the fish whi 
had been destroyed by the late volcanic 
eruptions. It was temarkable what 
a regular distance these voracious tribes 
kept from the main land, aboat four or five 
miles, not one being observed near the 
shore on our visit to the volcano. 

The island appeared about 160 feet high, 
presenting various cts, as the bearings 
by compass altered ; but, in general, that of 
two longitudinal hills connected by inter- 


mediate low land, sending up smoke or _ 


vapour in abundance. 

On the western and higher part we ob+ 
served the union flag of England waving 
majestically over this new and appalling 
scene of danger and desolation. At 10 
the boats were lowered down and manved 
and, in pursuance of previous! voubsiegel 
arrangements with the commander-in-chief, 
all officers impelled by curiosity or science, 
desirous of witnessing the phenomenon, took 
their places in them accordingly, We push- 
ed off from the ship, wiede sail, and landed 
in a little bay on the N. E. side of this som- 
bre, lonely isle. A boat from the St. Vin- 
cent preceded us a few yards, and the bow~ 
man, an officer, prepared to be first ashore 
touched the ground with the boat-hook, laid 
his weight upon ‘it, pudhed it down the 
second time firmly, with a kind of apparent 
misgtving of terrestrial stability, and jump- 
ed upon the beach, We were all on shore 
in an instant, scampering up the hill to the 
flag-staff, throtgh a dense oppressive vapour 
of carburetted hydrogen gas. The flag-staff 
is‘on the highest point of the island, bear- 
ing the wame of Lieut. Coleman of H. M. 
cutter Hind, and from it we had @ bird’s- 
eye view of the wonderful scene, 

In the centre of the island, to the east- 
ward of us, was a circular basin of about 
ninety feet diameter, of boiling salt water, 
of a dingy red colour, from the peroxide of 
iron in solution, The active ebullition from 
the centre, and emission of steam from the 
whole surface, were evident to every one, 
From the summit where we stood, this basia 
appeared like a funnel a quarter full, the 
bank shelving down in the same imaginary 
proportion. The vapour here was opprés- 
sive to most of us, affecting the digestive 
more than the respiratory organs, producing 

and faintness, without any sense or 
fecling of suffocation, The pilse was not 
affected in the least; mine was 86, accele- 
rated by the exertion of quickly ascending 
the hill, and bréathing a bighly rarefied at- 
aes a little augmented by the in- 
tera tic, emitted copiously in vapour 
from the earth, as well as the leat of a 


Ta tag 
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aeniies sirocco sun, which was more than 
usually fervent on this day. On the 
side of the island, yen the principal 
crater, was a terrific ebullition and agitation 
of the sea, evidently the commencement of a 
new crater, with constant ascension of dense 
white steam impregnated with the carbu- 
retted hydrogen gas, which blackened the 
silver and watches in the pockets of the ob- 
servers, That this vapour was not impreg- 
nated with sulphur, } infer, first, from the ab- 
sence of that peculiar fetor, and its not affect- 
ing the lungs; secondly, ftom the colour of 
the water in the crater, which, by coming in 
contact with sulpburetted hydrogen gas, 
would have been changed to a protoxide, 
and been black in place of red. This last 
ebemical test 1 consider conclusive on this 
point; but it has been the custom to speak 
of sulphureous smoke, which, by the bye, 
may have been ejecied in actual combustion 
during the violence of previous eruptions, 
but certainly not now, in form of gas. 

On our descent, passing the margin of the 
crater, where it was not more than twenty 
feet to the boiling surface, I threw off my 
jacket, and jumped down, to tne astonish- 
ment of all present, anxious alike to procure 
something from the cauldron, and try the 
temperature of the water. I plunged my 
hand ints the margin, but quickly withdrew 
it, findiag it about 190° of Farenheit; the 
reduction of twenty-two degrees being 
easily explained on reflecting upon the ex- 
tended surface becoming exposed to the 
atmosphere in a basin, ag before mentioved, 
of two hundred and seventy feet in circum- 
ference. The water was excessively salt, 
owing to the continued evaporation since 
the direct communication with the sea has 
been closed (probably by the last eruption), 
and appears something lower than the sea, 
leaving evident marks of decrease on the 
coloured masses of scoria around the margin. 

The island is about a mile in circumter- 
ence, nearly round, or perhaps an imper- 
fect spheroid, indented at the ends, where 
the great crater was at different periods 
connected with the sea, It is about one 
hundred and fifty or sixty feet high. The 
substance of which the island is composed 
is chiefly ashes, the pulverised remains of 
coal deprived of ita bitumen, iron, scoria, 
and a Kind of ferruginous clay or oxided 
earth. The scoria occurs in irregular 
messes; some compact, dense, and sonor- 
ous, others light, friable, and amorphous, 
with metallic lustre, slightly magnetic, 
barely moving the loadstone. I only pro- 
cured one native stone, a piece of lime- 
stone, about two pounds weight, thrown 
up with the incumbent earth, having po 
marks of combustion. There was no trace 
whatever of Java, no terra puzzolana, no 
pumice stone, no shelis or other mayine re- 


mains, usually found at tna and Vesuvius. 
Around the island, where Neptune makes 
his advances, the sides fall down in abrupt 
precipices, and we could discern every 
strata ejected by each separate eruption ; 
the water evaporating, left an incrustation 
of salt, which now appears a white, firm 
layer, plainly marking the regular progress 
and formation of the island. The surface 
of the island is likewise covered with a 
similar incrastation, in some places so thick 
as to be visibly white some distance at sea. 

From the nature of this island, there being 
no bond of coherence in its heterogenous 
particles, and from the precipitous falling 
down of its sides by the action of the sea, 
I am inclined to think that there is no 
stability of permanence in its composition. 
The iasatiable ocean will encroach upon its 
base; the winds of heaven will scatter the 
dusty surface to the four cardinal points of 
the compass; the rain will dissolve the 
saline bond of union ; and the crumbling 
ruin will gradually sink, and extend its base 
to a bank barely above the level of the sea. 

Its loss will not be deplored, for the 
screaming sea-bird instinctively wheels and 
directs his flight to a distant part of the 
ocean, to avoid tle dark and desolate spot ; 
and even the inhabitants of the deep seem to 
avoid the unballowed shore, 

August 20, 1831. 


MR. LYON’S CASE OF HYDROCEPHALUS, 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sin,—Mr, Winslow having, in an ex- 
tremely interesting letter, which appeared 
on the 3d ult. in your valuable periodical, 
put a question to me respecting the compa- 
raive size of the cerebrum and cerebellum 
in Braden’s case, reported in Tur Lancer 
of the 20th of August, I shall, with your 
permission, take advantage of the same me- 
dium to reply‘to it. regret that, in con- 
sequence of my not having accurately noted 
the relative size of each purt at the instant, 
it is not now in my power to give as ex- 
plicit an answer as | could desire; but the 
impression remaining on my mind is, that 
while there was a preternatural enlargement 
of all the parts contained within the skull, 
the proportionate bulk of the cerebrum was 
considerably greater than usual, but in no 
other respect did it display any appearance 
of disease. The pain in the head complain- 
ed of by this patient in the acute stage of 
the disease, does not appear to have been 
confined to any fixed point; at least if it 
were 80, the parents did not notice it. Mr, 
Winslow observes, that as the brain was 
very large, the patient was (in consequence 
of this excess of size) predisposed to inor- 


dinate cerebral action, I periectly agree in 
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£08 HANGING.—DISLOCATION OF THE RADIUS. 


this opinion, but still, sir, am not satisfied as| one sex being thusr acted upon 
to whether the precocity, both mental and | by suspension, the question whether under 
physical, which appears to have been dis- | similar excitemeut those, of the other sex 
played at different periods in this boy’s case,| are alike affected, becomes interestin 
were the cause or the effect of the extraor-| enough to justify a demand for further an 
dinary development of those parts. I am/| full information from those who are most 
perfectly aware, that Mr, Hunter's princi-| competent to afford it, I incline to think 
ple of the non-existence of two different; that those structures which are capable, 
cies of action at the same moment, is| under certain conditions, of peculiar secre- 
fully capable of explaining the disappear- | tions, or of peculiar distention, such.as the 
ance of the mercurial action; but must ob-/ uterus, the mamme, the corpora cavernosa 
serve, that I never before witnessed so sud-| of the penis and the various glands, must 
den and well-marked an instance of it. Hav-| necessarily be powerfully acted upon or ex- 
ing answered Mr, Winslow's question to} cited during the moment of the appalling 
the best of my ability, and I trust to his| struggle of healihy life against the death of 


satisfaction, 1 remain, Sir, hanging ; and that while the blood-vessels 
Your very obliged, may be in @ state of universal congestion, 

Purtip M, Lyons. | from the very nature of the punishment, the 

5, East Street, Brighton, distendable structures or spongeous bodies, 
Sept. 10th, 1851. yielding, by reason of the extension of capa- 


city of which they are susceptible, to the 
general influence, become, consequently, in- 
EFFECTS OF HANGING UPON THE ORGANS | tiated to their full capability, whilst the glan- 


oF secretion, &c. dular parts, equally operated upon, would 
atin be supernaturally compelled, as it were, to 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. exercise their various functions, converting 


Sin,—The explanation, or rather the ob- into a state conformable to their different 
servations of Mr, Cooke in your last week's | offices the blood which is gorged upon 
Lancer, relative to Mr. Campbell's ingui-| them; thus the. parotid gland would, be 
ries as to ‘‘ the occurrence of menstruation | forced into an extraordinary secretion of 
during hanging,” are by no means satis-|Seliva, the mamma of milk, the uterus of 
factory. I confess I am surprised that some | Catamenia, _ 
one amoug the medical officers attached to| It will be time enough, however, to rea- 
the prisons in and near the metropolis, at| 802 upon such points when we are .pos- 
which executions take place, have not come | sessed of facts to reason on, and I trust that 
forward—if not to explain the probable oc- the remarks I have made will elicit further 
casion of the fact, at least to deny it alto-| information on the subject, I have the 
getier, or to attest its truth. ‘That those | honour to be, Sir, your most obedient ser- 

entlemen must have observed, or have | vant, W. Lampert. 

n made acquainted with, its occurrence| London, Sept. 14. 
it have occurred), there can be little 

oubt; and as no man but one who is rash 
or foolish would attempt to draw conclu- 
sions from false or incorrect premises, os 
moreover, as hanging is by no means a de- ’ 
scription of of To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
are commonly called upon to frame diag-| Si1n,—Examples are continually brought 
noses, it isto be hoped that they will, by | to my surgery, of an accident occurring to 
imparting what information 4: may have | the elbow-joint in young children, which I 
acquired, enable their medical brethren to| do not recollect to have ever seen or heard 
connect by another link some of the dis-| described as peculiar to early childhood, or, 
jointed ‘ lengths’ of the chain of general indeed, described at all. lt is’a partial dis- 
knowledge. . location ef the head of the radius forwards. 

That penal erection is produced in the} As far as 1 have inquired ivuniversally hap- 
male sex by the infliction of death by hang-| pens in the followmg manver:—A person 
ing, is a well-established fact. Whether it grasps the forearms of a child ‘and raises 
is caused by the forcement of arterial blood | it from the ground some height; the child's 
into the cor pore cavernosa by reason of the arms cannot be maintained perpendicularly 
violent and sudden check the circulation the whole time, but as the child 'is raised 


DISLOCATION OF THE HEAD OF THE 
RADIUS FORWARDS. 


may have received by the unnatural ligature , higher, the arms are brought more and more 
on all the great vessels of the neck—whe- towards a right angle with the body; the 
ther from any extraordinary excitement, forearms are consequently made to act some- 
from nervous agency principally, or from what as levers, and the power tequired by 
some other, and What cause, remains to he the hand to apply them 9s such in raisin 

inquired into, The. in the the body, is i te 
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the radius partly from its socket, and would | 


altogether dislocate it did vot the ulna pre- 
vent the whole force from being exerted on 
that bone. 

The symptoms of this accident are suffi- 
ciently distinct. The arm is semiflexed ; 
forcible flexion or extension causes great 

in ; the hand is nearly proned ; nothing, 

wever enticing, can induce the child to 
lift the arm, or, in fact, to move it in any 
direction ; and in spare children about two- 
thirds of the head of the bone may be dis- 
tinetly felt projecting in front of the external 
condyle of the humerus. 

The reduction of this dislocation is ex- 
ceeding!y simple, for if the wrist be taken 
hold of and rotation performed two or three 
times successively, the muscles will imme- 
diately return the bone, and that with so 
much force that if the fingers of the left 
hand be placed underneath the joiut the re- 
duction is comparatively as sensibly com- 
municated as that of the humerus ; indeed 
if the ear be close to the joint, sometimes it 
may be heard. After this the child will 
move its arm freely, and will receive any- 
thing offered to it. From the many cases 
which occur to me and my partner, 1 am 
quite sure the accident must be general : 
but I can easily conceive that it might be 
constantly overlooked, because in an exrami- 
nation of the limb rotation ia always had re- 
course to, so that the reduction in this case 
is effected, and no injury suspected to have 
existed. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
James S. Wuitaxer, F.L.S., M.R.C.S. 
225, Shoreditch, Sept. 15th. 


REMARKS ON THE 
TREATMENT OF CHOLERA, 
WITH ILLUSTRATIVE CASES, 

By Wanivo, Esq., Surg., Margate. 


Tue great attention which has been di 
rected to the subject of cholera during the 
present summer, the alarm occasioned by re 
in many families, and the mode of treat- 
ment adopted in some lately-published cases, 
induce me to trouble you with this commu- 
nication ; for notwithstanding its great pre- 
valence from. local causes in this neigh 
bourhond, and the occasional violence of its 
attacks, yet there must, | confess, some great 
change take place in its nature, or in the 
efficacy of our present remedia] means, ere 
I shall be induced to resort to the administra- 
tion of laudanum®* by the ounce— (according 

* The liq. opii ved. of Battley is far more effec. 
tual iw allaying siekness, bat it is of importance to 


abstain from introducing any-thing inte the stomach 
except in the smallest compass; and hence the 


superiority of solid opium in remaining on the sto- 
nach when ail fluids Would be rejected, 


to the prescriptions, Lancer, 543, 
Patrick Geary took eighteen ors half 
drachms in twenty-three hours)—or to quiet 
the alarm of the attendants and assist the 
warm-bath and stimulants in producing 
reaction and warmth, by directing ‘ cloths 
wetted with chloruret of lime to be hun 
round the bed.” Neither do I feel dispo: 
even to try the hydrocyanic acid “ in atl 
cases*depeading upon an irritable state of 
the stomach and intestines,” as recommend. 
ed by another correspondent, who distri- 
butes the panacea with a profusion, and 
talks of using it in quantities, and with a 
freedom and sang-froid, that would make 
the nervous system of the renowned Fire- 
king himself to feel the impression of its 
directly sedative influence. 

I confess too that I have yet to learn how 
the pressure the liver receives in the 
act of vomiting” can occasion any additional 
flow of bile into the egually compressed 
intestines, and feel disposed to continue in 
the good old belief, that the liver is fre- 
uently the principal cause of the mischief. 
Jousidering the time of year of its atteck, 
and considering also that ‘‘ one of the im- 
mediate effects of the calorific rays of the 
sun is to stimulate the liver to an excessive 
secretion of bile, and that hence the ali- 
mentary canal is overloaded with it, and 
perhaps the blood impregnated,” it does 
not seem extraordinary that, under such 
circumstances, suppressed perspiration, cold 
drinks, or indigestible food, should occa- 
sion sudden and severe derangement of 
health. By keeping this in view and at- 
tending to the peculiarities of each indi- 
vidual case, there will be no difficulty in 
adopting such a plan of treatmeat as must 
speedily prove effectual. These may be 
threefold, according to the nature of the 
attack. In the first—where a sense of ful- 
ness at the stomach, and constant nausea, 
make it apparent that depraved, or super- 
ubundant secretions, and acid ingesta, are 
offending, aud the other symptoms are not 
extremely severe—it will be proper, after 
having produced reaction, and cleared the 
stomach by a gentle emetic, to administer 
diluents and laxatives in small and repeated 
doses, and alterative doses of mercury if 
required.. Butif the severity of the spasms 
be very urgent, or the retching and anxiet 
very considerable, or the patient be ofa deli- 
cate habit and irritable temperament, it will 
become necessary, after the warm-bath or 
pediluvium (having cleared the stomach 
by on emetic), to administer a free dose of 
solid opium ; this speedily allays all irrita- 
bility and sickuess, assists in restoring the 
proper balance of the circulation, and fre- 
quently produces a refreshing sleep, after 
which the stomach easily bears the admi- 
nistration of the laxatives and diluents ne+ 
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cessary to complete the cure. But in the 
more sudden and severe cases, and which 
cannot be so distinctly traced to any very 
obvious cause, where the sickness is parti- 
cularly severe and constant, the spasms very 
general and excessively acute, and the de- 
pression of the vital powers very marked, 
all thought of emetics or aperieuts must be 
laid aside, the warm-bath and stimulants, 
and especially dry warmth to the pit ‘of the 
stomach, with opium in free doses and in 
small compass, should be immediately had 
recourse to. If on a fair trial it does 
not succeed in checking the sickness, the 
hydrocyanic acid may then be administered 
with the most decided effect; but as a 
common remedy in cholera, it is probably 
inferior to opium, ftom the increase of cir- 
culation and determination towards the sur- 
face caused by the latter, The sickness and 
spasms having been thus overcome, and 
reaction fully established, warm diluent 
drinks and gentle purgatives soon restore 
the sufferer to convalescence. 

The following three cases, selected from 
@ great many, and which are condensed as 
much as possible to save space, will illus- 
trate the different varieties in the plan of 
treatment :— 


case 1. 

Sept. 2, 1831. H. T., head-waiter at a 
large tavern, after a severe day’s work, and 
having had but one slight meal, was taken 
suddenly, at 10 r.m., with faintness, soon 
followed by sickness, severe pain, and sense 
of fulness at the stomach and bowels, great 
thirst and anxiety, with coldness of the 
extremities, and spasms extending over the 
and extremities, but particularly severe 
in the calf of the right leg. Having had his 
feet placed in bot water and taken some 
warm drink, he vomited a considerable 
quantity of yellow and greenish fluid, and 
partly digested food, after which the sick- 
ness abated. He was now wrapped up 
warmly and ordered warm drinks, and to take 
gr. x of blue pill directly, and a draught con- 
taining sulphate of magnesia and rhubarb to 
be given with it, and repeated every three 
hours. The circulation soon became restor- 
ed, and the surface of the body exceedingly 
hot, accompanied with eome pain in the 
head and slight delirium, increase of thirsi 
and distension of the bowels, which con 
tinued till four a.m., when the medicine pro- 
ducing several copious and offensive evacua- 
tions, he broke out into a profuse sweat, 
and was relieved of every bad symptom. At 
eight o'clock, the principal complaint he 
had to make was of the extreme soreness of 
“knot” in the calf ofthe right leg, the 
Consequence of the spasm of the previous 
night; he had still considerable thirst and 
a furred tongue, which were entirely re- 


moved, and the evacuations brought to a 


healthy character, by the continuance of the 
mercurial alterative and aperient for two 
more days. 
case 2. 

August #2; 1831. Miss C., aged 18; of 
delicate habit, bad gratified her appetite on 
the previous day by eating roast duck for 
dinner, and finished a day's pleasure 
by supping on giblet pie; during the night 
the catamevia (it being a their pro- 

t period) appeared in small quaiitity, 
pain, and at about five 
A.M, she was taken with itching, pain in 
the bowels, and purging, which symptoms 
gradually increased, till at ten o’clock she 
was found to be soffering from them ve 
tte accompanied with coldness of 
extremities and surface of the body; pulse 


weak; great anxiety ; andsevera 


cramps of the legs, extending up the thigh¥, 
less violent in the arms and trunk, but very 
severe in the back, and darting through the 
tis. After having been placed in the 
ip-bath an emetic was given, which 
rated copiously; two grains of opium, in 
substance, were shortly afterwards adminis> 
tered, which succeeded in allaying all pain, 
spasm, and sickness, and uced perspi- 
ration and a comfortable sleep. The usual 
aperients being afterwards given, she was, 
on the following day;-ebout the house, and 
on the next perfectly well. In this young 
lady, who was of a delicate figure, cléar com- 
plexion, and much pefsonal attraction, the 
sclerotic coat of the eyes possessed the pe- 
culiarity of being of a pale rose colour, 


oases 3. 

Sept. 9, 1831. Two a.w., W.C., waiter 
at an hotel, about 50 years of age, corpulent 
and of bilious lubit, was suddenly taken an 
hour. ago with the following symptoms :— 
Constant and violent sickness, vomiting a 
clear liquid, but with great straining ; ex- 
cessive thirst; bas been purged about ten 
times this last hour, with great pain and 
gtipings; tongue dry, with red edges, but 
not coated ; breathing short and much op- 
pressed ; circulation very languid ; eounte- 
nance sunk and depressed, indicative of 
acute suffering ; extremities and surface of 
the body cold; restlessness the 
cramps affect nearly the whole body, and 
the coutractions are 80 severe thatthe finger 
may be laid in the furrow made in the gas- 
trocuemii, His powers are evidently over- 
come by the violence of the attack ;.the 
feet were immediately placed, in very bot 
water, and, he took— 
spts, ummon, ar. m. xl; aque, |, 'L 
givingno reliet he was ordered opium, gr. ii, 
slatim: sumend. et duabus, horis, 
Iwo additional blankets had, beew placed 
over him, Eights.m. 


reaction had taken place, the feet and sure 
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fece became, and continued, warm, pulse 
fuller and quick, slight pain across the fore- 
head, sickness not relieved, great tender- 
ness in the epigastrium, cramps less severe, 
thirst still violent; tongue red aud very dry, 
countenance anxious; restless; bowels not 
open since two o'clock. Kk G. opii, gr. ij, 
statim sum. ; empl. lyit@ ampl. scrobic. cor- 
dis. To take nothing into the stomach but 
cold water, and thatonly by sips. One p.m. 
In all respects much the same. Kk Acid 
hydroeyan., m. ij; aque, m. 2da gq. 
hora sum, Six p.m, Has taken the acid 
three times ; the sickness has quite ceased ; 
pain at pit of stomach relieved ; bowels open 
three times, motions exceedingly offensive ; 
slight pain ia the head, no doubt occasioned 


acid ; has had the cramp 


t once; is in every ne better. JB 
Magnes: sulph. ; p. rhei, grs. v. 4ta gq. 
hora ; tea and 

Sept. 10. Bight ait. Has bad some 
aleep, and is free from sickness and cramp. 
Medicine has produced several copious and 
highly-offensive biiious motions; pulse is 
full; much thirst. Continue the purgative 
and take opii, gr. jas, at bed-time, On the 
next day he was convalescent. 


Margate, Sept. 14, 1851. 


REMARKS ON THE EXISTENCE OF 
CHOLERA IN ENGLAND, 
WITH CASES. 


By H. K. Esq., Surgeon, 
Rotherhithe. 

However deserving of confidence the 
opinions of Dr. James Johuson may be with 
the public, or with the medical profession, 
I must confess I feel a little sceptical as to 
the truth of his predictions respecting the 
cholera, which has lately raged with such 
virulence on the shores of the 

tic, and is now desolating several of the 
German states, “ that it will never prove 
formidable in England.” And although | 
ree with him that it is a matter of the 
hest importance to guard against what is 
termed “ cholera-phobia,” yet when facts, 
whicli are stubborn things, interpose them- 
selves, and come under one’s immediate 
observation, they make such a deep impres- 
sion ‘upon the nritd that hypotheses, how- 
@vér well-foonded, and conclusions, even 
when drawn from apparently legitimate 
sourtes, cari no lotiger be relied on. Doubt- 
Tess the lowness, and the variations of tem- 
peraturé ‘to which England is subject, and 
of which the Doctor speaks in very con- 
fideritial terms; do constitute very great 
physical barriers to the operation of cholera, 


and contagion generally; do 


the breadth and cleanliness of our streets, 
and he might have added, the excellence of 
sewer drainage, by which the generation of 
putrid exbalations in many parts of this 
gteat metropolis is almost entirely prevent- 
ed, all animal and vegetable matter, likely 
from decomposition to generate effluvia in 
any way, being rapidly carried down into 
the river, where of course it is rendered 
innocuous. Fortunately for the doctor too, 
he lives in a part of London where these 
physical advantages are indeed in perfee- 
tion. But he does not appear to recollect, 
that at least one-half, perhaps more, of the 
population of London and its suburbs, have 
no such residentiary immunities ; 1 allude 
to the thickly-populated distriets of St. 
Giles’s, Spitalfields, Shoreditch, Hounds. 
ditch, Whitechapel, Wapping, Shadwell, 
aud part of Limehouse, on the Middlesex 
side of the Tames, and the extensive neigh+ 
bourhood of the Borough, on the Surrey 
side, where the population is inconceivably 
dense, the houses small and low, the drain- 
age for the most part in a very incomplete 
state, and ventilation exceedingly bad. The 
habits too and modes of living of the inha- 
bitants of these districts generally are so 
irregular, that their constitutional powers 
are in an enfeebled state, and, doubtless, if 
exposed to the influence of a contagion 
which has proved so destructive to life, 
they would speedily fall its victims by 
thousands, If then cholera has already mani- 
fested its virulence in districts reputedly 
healthy, as Z believe there is but good rea- 
son to fear it has, who shall say that it 
will not break out in those which are the 
contrary. 1 am far from wishing to create 
alarm, but my attention has been much ex- 
cited to this subject by a plain observation 
of facts. I have certainly met with cholera 
in a more virulent degree than I ever be- 
fore witnessed, and two cases in point I 
shall subjoin. ButI believe I am not 
gular in dissenting from Dr, Johnson's 
nions on this subject. I have met with 
some of our highest professional authorities 
who entertain similar opinions to my own ; 
and if it be really true that there is a ‘ pes- 
tilence which (80 to speak ) walketh in dark- 
ness,"’ observing no regular or even track, 
desolating various parts of Europe simalta- 
neously, pursuing its murderous course in 
the face of adverse winds, and visiting coun- 
tries in which, in its present form, it had 
never before been heard of, who can say 
that England will be exempt ? 


case 1, 

Farly on the morning of the third of last 
month, | was requested to visit Mary Reed, 
wtat. 22, a young woman of an athieotic 
frame awd constitntion, who I was told was 


likewise |dyiog. Oa reaching the house, I learat 
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Bie MR. RANDELL’S CASES OF CHOLERA. 


that she had gone to bed at ten o'clock on 
the preceding night in excellent spirits, 
‘and apparently the most perfeet health, 
having taken some bread and butter and 
half a pint of porter for her supper. About 
two in the morning she awoke with consi- 
derable pain in the right hypochondrium, 
extending downwards to the umbilicus; 
this was of an acute character, and was 
speedily followed by excruciating cramps 
of the arms, legs, and thighs, and the flesh 
of her belly they told me appeared drawn 
into lumps ; vomiung of a dark bilious mat- 
ter, mixed with something like oatmeal 
ins, and of an exceedingly nauseous and 
iter taste, quickly preceded the accession 
of pain in the belly, and with it the most 
profuse purging ; the matter ejected and de- 
jected had a most offensive smell, so much 
so as scarcely to be borne, In less than 
two hours she was so reduced that the stools 
passed involuntarily, aud she had searcely 
power to raise her hand to ber head. On 
entering the room, her position was supine 
in the extreme, the countenance so altered 
and ghastly, that I sat some little time by 
her bed-side before I recognised her as the 
individual I had seen nursing her child in 
the street on the preceding evening, appa- 
rently in the most robust health. Around 
the eyes, which were now deeply sunk in 
their sockets, the skin was of a dusky pur- 
ple; the features~were~attogether more 
shrunk than | had ever before witnessed in 


any case ; the ale nasi were so pinched in, 


as to lead one to suppose it was not possi- 
ble for her to breathe throegh the nosirils ; 
the lips were also of a dusky purple, as 
were likewise the nails of the hands and 
feet ; the whole surface was dark, and of a 
death-like coldness, and, in short, the entire 
capillary circulation appeared to have ceas- 
ed; the tongue was thickly coated with a 
dirty-hrown fur; respiration slow and faint ; 
and the pulse thready, intermitting, and, for 
seconds together, scarcely perceptible ; in 
fact, she appeared to be in astate of ap- 
proaching dissolution. Before seeing her, 
vomiting hed ceased, but she suffered dread- 
fully from retchiogs, which occurred about 
every twenty minutes, and these were im- 
mediately followed by the most agonising 
paroxysms of cramp, which, faint as she 
was, compelled her to scream out. Whilst 
sitting by her bed;side she was seized by 
one of these paroxysms, which Insted about 
two minutes, although J was told they had 
previously been of longer duration, During 
the fit the pulse could not be felt, and was 
hardly perceptible for some minutes after- 
wards, As no time, was to be lost | imme- 
diately gave her a large dose of brandy, and 


ist. camphorat, St. mis. 
capt, stam part. omni hora, 

The first. dosé. was given whilst the bath 
was getting ready, aud like che brandy was 
speedily ejected ; the second was admivis- 
tered just after a paroxyam of cramp, and 
whilst in the bath, and was partly retained, 
as was the whole of the third, after which the 
retehing subsided, and the cramp became less 
violent. .She expressed great comfort from 
the bath, and after having been taken out 
she was placed between warm blankets 
and. bottles of warm water were applied 
to the soles of the feet and palms of the 
hands, After an interval of three bours | 
visited ber a second time, and found that 
although she hed had several attacks of 
spasm, yet that she was warmer and felt 
rather better. The pulse was stronger, 
countenance less sunk, avd anxious, but 
there was,still great prostration,, Nothing, 
however, had passed per rectum since leay- 
ing the bath. I, ordered her to sip, a little 
warm atrow-root occasionally, to repeat the 
bath as before, and, the mixture, @ quarter 
part of which was to be taken every two 


urs. 

Nine o'clock p,at. Astonishingly im~- 
proved; surface generally warmer; feels 
quite comfortable ever since the second 
ume of being put into the bath, and has had 
no reeurrence of spasm whatever from that 
time, The countenance is no longer ex- 
pressive of distressing anxiety, but is calm, 
and almost natural ; pulse stronger and much 
more expressive; tongue white; in short, 
she does not appear like the same woman. 
She complained, however, of great soreness 
of her body and limbs generally (doubtless 
the effect of the jane on which account 
I directed the repetition of the bath, and 
ordered her to take. ten grains of the com- 
pound powder of ipecacuanba after coming 
out of it. ; 

August 4. Slie slept soundly ped the 
night; the soreness, is much better, all dau- 
gerous symptoms have Teft ‘her, ard’ she 
merely complains of weakness and a feeli 
of sinking at the precordia. animal 
diet and port wine were tecommended, 
aromatic tovics weré She ‘has 
coutinued perfectly, well to the present pe- 
riod, and las regained her Wonted Yooks of 

That I may not occu ‘much’ spac 
in your valuable I Witt 
all the particulars of 
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ordered her, as- qui 2 as possible. to, be 
plunged, into a warm-bath, for twenty mi- 


‘nutes; the brandy was almost immediately | 


which occurred in a woman’ about’ thé 
of fifty, or a lintle ver 


li pore, an 


[gjected. The following mixture wis of- he 
| dered to be administered wi 
|  Ammonie earbonatis, 3) 5 el 
Tinct. opii, ; tu 
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To this patient T was called in about four | 
hours afler thé commentement of the attack, 
whereas in the former case séven hours liad 
elapsed, and‘conseqaently I had ‘an oppor- 
tunity of personally witnessing the disease 
before'it had produced that excessive col-| 
lapse which had ‘so nearly proved destruc. 
tive to life. The symptoms, however, were 

isely similar, excepting that the spasms, | 
if any-thing, were more severe ; and occur- | 
red at much shorter intervals ; and so dread- | 
fully affected ‘were the flexor and extensor 
muscles of the hands, that the fingers were 
atawa in the most opposite directions. The 
Matter vomited by this patient was, how- 
ever, Of a darker colour, and more resem- 
blisg coffee-grounds, and emitted a strong 
acid smell. The faculent dejections, streak- 
ed with blood, were passed involuntarily, 
produced burning sensation at the 
ats. The agonies of the poor creature 
duridg’ the continuance of the spasms were 
héart-renditig to behold. A similar plan of 
treatment to that of the first case was adopt- 
ed with this patient, and Iam happy to add 
with ‘the best results. The return to con- 
valescence, however, was slower, and she 
has not ‘yet recovered from that excessive 
state of debility into which she was brought 
by the violence of the attack. 


Besides these two cases I have witnessed 
many others of a less dangerous character, 
and which I am free to admit come more 
under the denomination of English cholera, 
as it is termed, In many of these, how- 
ever, the disease has been more violent in 
its effects than is usually the case, and has 
not appeared to have arisen from the ordi- 
nary exciting cause of cholera in this coun- 
try, viz., offending ingesta, but from sudden 
chatiges of temperature. 

’ Of the correctness, therefore, of Dr. J. 
Jobhnsou’s. predictions I leave the medical 
public to judge. For my own part I must 
say that I do not think them deserving of 
implicit confidence ; and from the unqualified 
manner in whicli he has sent them forth 
_to, the world, I cannot help thinking them 
injurious, on, account of their being likely 
to engender a false feeling of security, and 
a careless adoption of measures which might, 
tn, the shape of police regulations, and 
mes the blessing of Providence, prove 
_fiicignt 19 mitigating the influence of the 
cousagion, and in lessening its fatal effects. 
bo, might, doubiless will, be urged, 
that little can be augured from an individual 
Gage Or. two, and that it is a matter of policy 
excitation of alatm. If, how- 
éver, this policy be acted upon, the disease 
may commit extensive ravages before sana 

te measures are had fecourse to, and the 


which would follow such a discovery 
1d doubtless be tenfold more direful in 


its effects than that which might result 
from ‘the present disclosure. Lut I feel 
some cunsolation in knowing that my indi- 
vidual testimony does not stand alone. The 
case related Dr. Roe, in a preceding 
Number of your Journal, would lead one to 
believe that there is great reason to fear 
that cholera hes really manifested itself in 
London ; and within the last week intelli- 
gence bas reached me, from undeniable au- 
thorities, of the disease having proved fatal 


|in four eases, (one a child, the other three 


previously healthy men), in a period of from 
two to thirty-six hours, 

Now, Sir, these are staggering facts, and 
certainly demand attention, They should 
teach literary medical authorities to be more 
guarded in the dissemination of opinions 
connected with subjects of such momentous 
importance. I cannot help thinking too, 
that, after what I have related, it is im- 
perative on the of the “ collective 
wisdom,’* which constitutes the new-ap- 
pointed ** Boarv or Heactn,” immediate- 
ly to commence investigations upon this 
matter, that further information may be 
obtained, and salutary measures adopted, 
for no one will, I think, be found to dis. 
pute the old adage— Prevention is better 
thao cure.” 

48, Paradise Street, Rotherhithe, 

Sept. 9, 1831. 


SEVERE CASE OF CHOLERA. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 


Srr,—Observing in Tne Lancer of the 
20th of last month, some interesting remarks 
on the English cholera, by Mr. Wilson, I 
beg to state that among a prodigious num- 
ber of these cases which have lately fallen 
uuder my care, there was one, the symp- 
toms of which I think were more distressing 
than either of those mentioned by Mr. Wil- 
son. The patient, aged 66, was a nurse in 
St. Giles’s workhouse, who, it appears, went 
to bed perfectly well on the Yad of this 
month, and about an hour after was attack- 
ed with most distressing vomiting aud purg- 
ing, and with cramps in every part of her 
body to such a degree, that her atms were 
drawn up to her shouldérs, the fingers’ com- 
pletely shut, the feet anil toes drawn up- 
wards, and ‘the calves of her legs in large 
knots, and a prickling sensution was felt ail 
over her body, the face not excepted. The 
ward she slept in was in a distant part of 
the house, aud owing to a mistake in lock- 
ing a door which is usually kept open all 
night, and the key taken away, she could not 
obtain my assistance till the morning, when 
{ never witnessed a human countenance so 
ghastly; her fuce was almost blue, ‘the 


Cups 
> bath 
y, was 
nivis- 
and 
vined, | 
e 
out 
ikets, 
yhlied 
f the 
T 
1 that 
ks. of 
r, the 
but 
hing, | 
leay- 
little 
the 

two 

feels 
“had 
that 
ex- | 
alm, 
man, 
ness 
tless | 
ount | 
ling | 
imal 
sot all 
te 


814 


cheeks were hollow, the eyes sunken and 
wide opén} with a wild stare, she had cold 
and the pulse was almost 
ible, 
in such a deplorable case I cotfess I was 
at loss to know how I could relieve this 
creature ; but as there was no time to be 
, 1 first directed her legs to a in 
warm water up to the knees, and well rub- 
bed with warm flaunels, and wrapped in 
flannels made hot. The arms were rubbed 
with soap liniment, opium, and ammonia, 
and were also wrapped in flannel. I gave her 
a mixture of brandy, and full doses of opium 
and ether every hour, each dose of which 
her stomach rejected. I then gave an effer- 
veseing draught of miat water, opium, and 
a little brandy — hour, which remained 
on the stomach, after teking three doses 
the vomiting nearly subsided, and she slept 
for an hour, I continued these draughts 
every three hours, and she had some more 
refreshing sleep. Vomiting now entire! 
ceased, but the purging went on, for whic 
the chalk mixture, Kino, pulv. rh@i, and 
tinct. opii, were given, which reduced the 
number of motions from four in an hour to 
one, I continued this all day, giving occa- 
sionally a little warm wine aud water, In 
the course of the evening reaction came on, 
the pulse got up, the skin became warm and 
moist, and the spasms nearly left her ex- 
cept a trifling prickling sensation in the 
wrists and insteps ; io fact her face assumed 
its natural colour, and she comeidered her- 
self getting well, but was ¢ sore and 
weak. At length, however, this poor wo- 
mau, ten days having elapsed, bas recovered 
from a state of suffering not easily to be 
described, but whetber from the assistance 
she received, or from nature, the medical 
reader will decide. I remain, Sir, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. Bunosss, 


Sept. 12, 1831, 


KENT BENKVOLENT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Tua members of the Kent Benevolent 
Medical Society have presented Mr. Kye, 
of Liechester, surgeon, their seeretary and 
steward for the middle district of the county, 
with a silver salver of excellent workman- 
made by Messrs, Rundell, Bridge, 
and Co., «. » testimonial of their estimation 
of his services to the Society, The present 
bears the following inseaption :—* From 
the Members of the Benevolent Medical 
Society of Kent, to A, Rye, as a 
mark of their esteem for his _ aud volun- 
as Secretary to that Inetitu- 


_ ESSAY ON ASPHYXIA; 


OR AW To 
Milustrate the Pathology, and to simplify 
the of 
SUSPENDED ANIMATION. 
By Jour Tuomas, Esq. Surgeon to the Dis- 


pensary, Well Street, Hackney. 
(Continued from p. 783.) 


1, oF DRowNING, 

Wuew a person falls into water, or into 
any other fluid, and remains there a few 
seconds, insensibility ensues, and he is 
said to be drowned. The phenomena of 
drowning are easy of comprehension, and 
analogous to those of suffocation generally. 
The agent acting is the fluid, _ the 
acted upon is the glottis. The water, which 
is of course irrespirable, endeavours to pass 
through the opening of the glottis into the 
lungs; but the glottis, like a watchful sen. 
tinel, refuses admission to the foreign body, 
and closes spasmodically. In consequence 
of this constriction, the i of atmo- 
spheric air is interrupted ; and, as we have 
seen from the experiment of Gallois, the 
process of change upon the blood instantly 
stops. The blood, » in the | 
is returned to the left side of the heart, ia 
an unarterialised condition, This purple 
fluid, as proved by Buchat, after fowing for 
a few seconds into the brain, causes a sus- 
pension of seusibility, consciousness, and 
voluotary motion, Dark blood continues to 
circulate through the organs of the body, 
and the contractility of all parts gradually 
diminishes and ultimately ceases, 

The air passages, efter fatal drowning, 
are found to contain « small quantity of 
frothy fluid; this flaid is sapposed to be. 


&c. | water mixed witb air, which bas insinuated 


itself during the struggles which precede 
asphyxia. 

If the body,” says Richerand, remain 
long under water, the spasmodic state of the 
glottis ceases, water passes into the trachea 
and fills the lungs, The anatomical exami- 
nation of a drowned body shows the lungs 
collapsed, and in the state of expiration ; 
the right cavities of the heart, the venous 
trunks which terminate in them, afd, - 
rally, all the veins, are gorged with blood, 
whilst the left cavities and the arteries ere 
almost entirely empty.” 

This state of venous congestion decasions 
that purple appearance of the skin and con- 
junctive so observable in these cases. The 


delicate membranes of the brain are alio 
much injected with venous blood. 


The congestion of venous blood in the in- 
ternal parts is considerably augmented by 


=o. 
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DROWNING; STRANGULATION AND SUFFOCATION. 815 


the low temperature of the water at the/3, Tue RESPIRATION OF GASES UNTIZ FOR 
time of submersion, Whenever the blood THE MAINTENANCE OF LIBBe 

is repelled from the surface of the body, it} All gases are of two kinds.in relation to 
accumulates internally, aod the circulation| the respiratory organs—they are either re- 
becomes retarded and the organs oppressed. |spirable or i ‘o the fowner 
Experiments have ‘been performed upon class belong oxygen, nitrous oxide, atmo- 
animals, by which it has been shown, that “apberic air, &c.,.and to the letter, nitrogen, 
when they were immersed in freezing mix- carbonic arid gas, carburetied, sulphuretted, 
tures up to their mouths, they soon died, pbosphuretted hydrogen, &c., and various 
although during the time. they respired other noxious vapours arising from bilge 
freely. Thus low temperature appears to| water, privies, marshes, stagnant pools, &c., 
combine its influence with the interception | the composition of which is as yet not per- 


of the air by the constriction of the glottis, 
in producing @ congestion of yenous blood 
about the intemal organs. 


2. OF STRANGULATION, 

When respiration is prevented by immer- 
sion in fluids, the person is said to be 
drowned ; when by bodies of greater con- 
sistence, as mud, or vapours, he is said to) 
be suffocated, and when by the constriction 
of a ligature around the throat, as in hang-| 
ing, o death by the bow-string, he is said 
to be strangled. Strangulation may be con- 
sidered as an experiment illustrative of the 
mode in which suffocation and drowning 
teke place. Thus in these two states the 
es becomes odically constricted, 

in aspliyxia, by strangling, the glottis is 
artificially cousuwimged. The mode in which 
the glottis is constricted, is, in a certain 
sense, inconsequential: the effect is uni- 
form, namély, the exclusion of air, 

It has been supposed, thet asphyxia from 
strangulation was the immediate effect of 
apoplexy, because there are redness and 
lividity of the countenance, The following 
facts, however, present this doctrine in its 
proper light, 

In Brance, Gregory opened the trachea of 
a dog, and passed a noose round his neck 
above the wound, The animal, though 

, continued to live and to breathe ; 
the uir entored, and came out alternately at 
the small opening ; but when the string was 
applied below the wound, the dog died. 

Richerand relates, that a respectable sur- 

min the Austrian service, told him that 
be had saved the life of a soldier, by per- 
orming the operation of laryngotomy upon 
him a few hours before his execution, 

Asphyxia may come ou in persons who 
- hanged, from the luxation of the cervi- 

vertebra, and drom injury done to the 
spinal chord consequent upon the pressure 
of the dislocated bones, Louis of Paris 
ascertained, that of the two executioners of 
Lyons and Paris, the one dispatched the 

minals he exeouted by dislocating the 
head at‘its articulation with the neck, while 


the other destroyed them by inducing as- 
phyxia, 


fectly understood. 

It is a contradiction in terms to say, we 
breathe irrespirable gases; the expression, 
therefore, ‘‘ the respiration of gases unfit 
for the maintenance of life,” is incorrect, 
and involves a doctrine that can be support 
ed neither by hypothesis vor experience. 

The act of respiration comprebends two 
processea--the one of inapiration, the other 
of expiration, Now if a gas be respired, it 


|must pass through the glottia, the trachea, 


and the bronchi, into the air-celis, and be 
again expelled thence into the surrounding 
medium ; but this an irrespirable gas can- 
notdo. All gases, asl conceive, which are 
unfit for respiration, are stopped short in 
their progress at the glottis, which, like the 
pylorus, refuses to allow any-thing to 
which is unfit, or likely to prove injurious 
to the delicate tissues within, Constric- 
tion, therefore, of the glottis, prevents the 
passage of air into the lungs, as effectually 
in the case of exposure to the influence of 
carbonic acid gas, or nitrogen, as though 
that constriction were caused by a cord tied 
tightly round the throas. 

The irrespirable gases may be divided 
into those which bring on asphyxia merely, 
by obstructing the ingress of vital air to the 
lungs, which is necessary to the support of 
life,—and into those which destroy vitality 
by their specific influence upon the nervous 
and muscular systems, 

Among the former of these classes may 
be mentioned carbonic acid. In asphyxia 
induced by this gas, which is the most fre- 
quent of occurrence, the fuidity of the blood 
is preserved, the flexibility of the limbs 
continues, and the body retains its natural 
degree of beat for several hours after death. 
This ciroamstanee is accounted for from the 
fact, that this kind ofasphyxia almost always 
occurs in situations of ble tempera 
ture, several degrees of which caloric the 
body absorbs, not that it isa property of our 
bodies to imbibe heat from the encircling 
medium, for they resist it; but the vital 
power being suspended, the power of re- 
sistance is diminished, ond the asphyxiated 
body maintains its ordinary warmth, In 
Pakguna occasioned by this gas, as well as 
in that from drowning and strangulation, the 
lunge remain uninjured, and the heart 
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__yenous m are 
‘fwid, Ta 
Whick? kill-by their specific: in- | 
nervous and mascular sys- 
there’ are often:found dark-and gan- 
grenous in the lungs, ead death 
pears’ to be the effect of a subtle poison, 
whieh! ix the more active, as its’ minutely- 
divided and gaseous particles are more insi- 
wuating, and affect throughout its extent 
the seusible surface of the pulmonic portion 
of the gastro-pulmouary mucous membrane. 
 Sorefioed is the subtlety of many vapours, 
that, in some cases, asphyxia is brought on 
by smelling. Here the impression is 
veyed to the brain immediately by the olfac- 
tory nerves, In this instance, the functions 
of the-brain cease before those ef respira- 
tioa ; consciousness fails first, and breath- 
ing, which is an action dependent upon sen- 
giility, if the suspension of animation con- 
ue sufficiently long, ceases next. The 
only differetice between death from inter- 
ed breathing, and death resulting from 
aay im ions on the brain, is, that in 
firat instance the distribution of pur- 
ple blood through the systemis the occasion 
of suspended animation, whereas in the lat- 
ter, the suspension of the energy of the 
brain is the cause of the circulation of unvi- 
talised blood through the organs. 

- Agreeable or disagreeable odours produce 
syncupe upon this principle. . In Italy; it is 
said, so susceptible are the native females, 
that even the smell of 9 rose will cause 
them to faiut ; a fact which has originated 
the phrase, 

To die of a rose in aromatic pain,” 

_ de OF DEATH PROM LIGHTNING. 

. Death by lightning can scarcely be consi- 
dered as suspended animation, for both or- 

ic and animal life are instantaneously 
and syechronously extinguished. 
Experiments upon the muscles of animals 
show, that the electric fluid, when passed 
through, produces violent spasms and con- 
vulsive throes. If the living body be sub- 
jeotéd to its influence, the intensity of the 
shock will be accordig to the accumulation 
of electric fluid ; and those who have been 
electrified, kuow well: that a very small 
charge will produce a violent concussion. 

Ta the Isle’ of Fetlar, the lightning rent 
adtunder, and carried by its impulsive energy, 
a frock of several tons weight to the distance 
of 150 feet. Electric fire, has struck the 
spires, domes, and turrets; of magnificent 
temples, Yiven the mountain messes, and 

thenr into a thousand fragments. 
What shall we say, then, of the effects of an 
agent, whose power is so tremendous and 
irresistible, when its operation is transferred 
to the buiman body? 


MR, THOMAS ON. DEATH, FROM. TRING. 


from the vessel, and enter- 
ing his héad) left bts body, at the sole of 
foot.’ The ¢ourse of the electric floid 
indicated by the breised ‘appearances. He 
was ‘strack to the ground a lifeless corpse. 
sion’ and extra ion of bidod, w 
demonstrated the violent shock be must 
Reasoning upon a successiqn of ey, 
that may occur, or. speculating 
mode’ in which lightning operates im.pro- 
ducing death, would, in this plage, be 
vain and uséless discussion, as it .wo 
tend to no practical result. My own simp 
idea upon the subject is, that thegntensity 
of the electriciaction instant! 
all connexion between soul body ; 
animation is not suspended but destroyed; 
hence all means of resuscitation are Vain. gay 
5. OF DEATH FROM INTENSE conbe"'* 
When xia occurs in consequepee ¢ 
a direct the heart, the 
which the functions cease is inverted. 
cardiac action is first arrested, jn conse- 
quence of which the supply of arterial 
blood to the brain is interrupted, and sen- 
sation, voluntary motion, and mental phe- 
nomena, gradus ly, fail, and. with them respi- 
ration and the contractile power of moving 
parts. Jn this, a doctrine of great import- 
ance is involved,—that, the simple inter- 
ception of the flow of vitalized blood to the 
nervous centre is, not so detrimental, nor so 
soon and inevitably fatal, as the diffusion of 
parple blood through the substance of the 
rain. Asphyxia, from intense cold, is 
caused by the direct influence of low tem- 
perature upon the action of the heart. : 
The temperature of the body is said to. 
high or low relatively to the natural stand. 
ard of animal heat, which is about 98° Fabr. 
The heat of the body is subject to consicer- 
able variation, but the, differential indi 
tions are greater below than above 98° ; for 
this reason ; that the living body-resists the 
increase of its caloric, but, under certain at- 
pheric litions, parts, With it ‘freely, 
until it is reduced to a level with the sur- 
rounding air, But this. deprivation of caq 
lorie does not take place .without\a con-. 
sidegable struggle, on..the part, of the vital 
eneggy, for in all,,living bodies, there js: am, 
inwmte power, *‘ by meaps, of which they, 
an excess of Leat, and xetaja the same 
this inquiry our atiention will be 
fimed to the explanation the, mode. ine 
the body, resists cald.in the midgt of, 
affozen atmosphere, and of the canse oftage, 
pityxia (rom the gvercoming influence of an 
ve diminution of temperature 


Kichardson, of St. Petersburg; | 


an, 
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. This resistance cannot be effected without 
an increased activity of organic life, It is 
on this account that digestion is more ac- 
tive, the pulse stronger and more frequent, 
and the vital energy greater, in cold weather. 

Thus, when exposed to a moderate de- 

of cold, we experience more activity 
and strength, and move with increased 
ity; weare not fatigued by the most 
active exercise, and we strive to maintain 
our usual warmth, malgré the debilitating 
influence of the cold. If the cold be not 
excessive our efforts are successful, and our 
exertions cause the disengagement of suffi- 
cient caloric to repair the loss we sustain 
the evaporating agency of the atmosphere 
surréunding bodies. 

The body, however, cannot sustain, be- 
yond 2 certain degree, the diminution of at- 
miospheric temperature. If the cold be in- 
tense, and the vitality of the body is not 
powerful enough to cause an adequate re- 
action, the part affected becomes purple from 
the venous congestion, its sensibility is di- 
midished or destroyed, its vitality is ex- 
tinguished, and the death of the part en- 
sues, If the entire surface of the body is 
equally exposed, its sensibility is subdued, 
the limbs stiffen, the voice is modulated 
spasmodically, sleep irresistibly invades the 
brain, to which the individual yields, bu 
this is “ the illusive sweet of a perfidious 
sleep,” which inevitably ends in death. 
Thus many travellers who have lost their 
way have perished among the eternal snows 
of the Alpine ranges of the old and new 
world. And thus—* 2000 soldiers of the 
Swedish army, under Charles XII, perish- 
ed during’ a siege in the severe winter of 
1709,” and whole circles of French who 
bivouacked around their fires during the 
ever-metnorable retreat from Moscow, were 
found frozen to death, morning after mora- 
ing, by the intense cold, 

onsiderable strength and vigour of con- 
stitution are necessary to resist the intensity 
of the effects of cold. A moderate degree 
of cold imparts tone to the system, but 
where it is severe it debilitates and de- 
presses vitality, and acts asa sedative, It 
will be easily understood how cold acts as 
a tonic, when it is remembered that motion 
strengthens our Organs, and that there isa 
power of reaction within us which is in- 
creased by use, There is no tonicity in cold 
iwelf; dut'the vigour, as we have said, de- 
pends wpow the réwetion of the vital infu- 
ente. © The effects of cold differ not only 
according to its degree, but also according 
to ‘the duration of exposure to it—to the 
state‘of'the nervous system previous to or 
daring the’ exposure, and to the general 
condition of the body at the time.” 


‘Cold upon the body in producing 
aspliyxia ‘after the following mauner :— 
No. 491. 


Under ordinary temperature arterial blood 
is circulated freely and copiously through 
the superficial textures of the body, which 
gives them that healthy and embonpoint 
appearance so familiar to us; but when the 
warmth of the surrounding medium is coa- 
siderably reduced, evaporation from the sur- 
face is promoted, and the auimal heat sen- 
sibly decreases. The skin now becomes 
blanched and shrunken—shbivering and chat- 
tering of the teeth come on, indicating the 
repulsion of the blood from the surface of 
the body. The effluence of the blood from 
the heart is checked, and the influx of ve-~- 
nous blood to the central organs is accele- 
rated; thus the internal tissues become con- 
ested, and contractility consequently en- 
eebled, so that the action of the heart and 
arteries is depressed, and their cavities are 
gorged with blood, which becomes more 
and more deteriorated the longer the con- 
gestion lasts, From the accumulation of 
impure blood in the brain, sensibility and 
voluntary motion gradually fail, and sleep 
becomes irresistible ; pinching is disregard- 
ed, motion becomes impossible, the traveller 
throws himself upon a bed of snow, sleeps, 
and dies asphyxiated. 

Ta this species of suspended animation, 
the heart is primarily, the brain secondarily, 
and the lungs ternarily affected. The action 
of the heart and arteries is first obstructed, 
thea depressed, and, finally, extinguished ; 
the operations of the brain are first impair- 
ed, the energy of thought and action is en- 
feebled, and sensation obtunded ; they are 
then suspended, consciousness and motion 
are subdued, and the asphyxia is genuine 
and complete ; and, lastly, the respiratory 
actions sympathise with the circulatory, 
respiration becomes impeded, its periods 
lengthened, until one long, deep, and last, 
sizh breathes the enfranchised spirit forth 
into the bands of the God who gave it. 


TREATMENT OF SUSPENDED ANIMATION. 


** It must be obvioas,”’ says Dr. Gregory, 
‘that much caution is required in the treat- 
ment of asphyxia. While the doctrines 
connected with this subject are involved in’ 
such obscurity, our practice ought not to be 
regulated by the goniertares of persons who 
have no claim to physiological knowledge, 
In cases of such imminent danger as those 
of asphyxia, a measure not founded u 
a thorough acquaintance with the subject 
may, very probably, add materially to the 
dauger o the patient, check those ill-un- 
derstood efforts of nature, from which alone, 
real benefit could have been dérived, and 
thus tend only to extinguish the glimmer-. 
ing flame of life. When we. find blood- 
letting, cold affusion, the warm-bath, to- 
bacco glysters, galvanism, and artificial 
respiration, recommended withoat disciimi- 
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only those which can be legitimately de- 
daced and supported yan physiological 
careful not to embark in the uncertainties of 
speculation, nor, for the sake of novelty, 
broach hypotheses which, if not inductive, 
aré pregnant with danger, aad fritight with 
my treatment sball be strictly in- 
tial; I will shun plausibilities, and pre- 
sume not to transgréss what appeat to me 
to be the bounds of ‘plain, unvdrnished, 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Sept. 24, 1831, 


Waex the Editor of this Journal com- 
menced his exposure of hospital abuses in 
the autuma of 1823, he was instantly assail- 
ed by all the base and sordid wretches who 
bad so long basked in the glittering sun- 
shine of “ charitable” corruption. The 
nepotists were at once in arms, and the pri- 
vileged orders, incapable of contending in 
the field of argument, sluak into holes and 
corners, where they concocted their iafer- 
nal schemes for effecting the destruction of 
a strictly independent medical press. Ever 
shrinking from honest and legitimate in- 
quiry into the cbarges which were alleged 
‘against them, and more particularly against 
the system which they advocated, they he- 
sitated not, with thet peculiar cowardice 
which is slways the most prominent eha- 
-Tacteristic of knaves, to fabricate falsehoods 
as, the last proofs of their, worthless cause, 
Qn the other band, steady, consistent, and 
unfinghing, in upholding. the rights. of the 
persecuted members of our projessiou—in 
spreading fax and near accumulated masses 
of facta in illustration of the great principles 
of the science of medicine—gonstantly gud | 


cal student—and never, for, one instant, un- 
mindful of what were the necessities and 
jast rights of the suffering inmates of our 
national bospitals—bow stand we now, after 


placed ia contrast. with our enemies, the 


and factions? A circulation diffused,to the 
remotest parts of the earth, whithersogrer 
medical practitioners have peneirated, proves 
the estimation in which the. Journal ia held 
by the great body of English practitioners; 
nor ought we to omit noticing the very. ge- 
neral circulation of Tus Lancet in America, 
France, and Germany. But while the in- 
fluence of this journal has been hourly in- 
creasing, what have become of the weight 
and character which were atone time at- 
tached both to our open and our secret foes? 
Evaporated thin air.” The short- 
sighted mortals who were so puffed out by 
the importance of office, as to believe that 
they could quell the public demand for in- 
quiry and redress by) the ont-pouriogs of 
the voice of calumny and, private slander, 
have at last discovered their error; yet not. 
until they were lost to every sense of 
shame—not until they had sunk so deeply 
ia. the pit. of their own infamy, thatex- 
trication was impossible, Utterly discom- 
fited in the hospitals and favoured schools, 
the corruptionists sought the aid of their 
relatives and friends in the medical colleges 
and corporations. Painful experience had 
taught them that they were not equal to the 
task of offering aauccessful resistance to the 
hostility of a fearless medical press, Con- 
tinually writhing under merited castigation, 
they saw uo Lope of escape from the lash, 
except in crushing the instrument.of fagel- 
lation, by what they deemed the still mere 
| weighty instrument of the law, .Oldmasty 
charters were uncloseted andexamined with 
lynx-eyed penetration, in order to, diss 

whether the advocates of public justice 


ardently devoted to the service of the medi- 


an honest discharge of these duties, whea 


dastardly revilers.of private character, the 
grovelling tools of monopolists, apostates, | 


obvious just can exist 

of the” of those changes which are 

teleing place in the body, nor of the = 

tion of each remedy,” 

In the restorative means I ‘shall hereafter 

(To.be concluded.) 
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Hot annibilated by series of civil and 
crimindl prosecations, Vain, however, 
Weré their Hopes, and to most deplor- 
ably painful the resalts. Exposure followed 
exposure ini rapid secession, antil public 
indignation became so far excited, as to 
threaten the hourly @issélition of our an- 
cient médical corpéretions. No mah who 
has watched the progress of events, can 
deny that the Colleges have been as unsuc- 
cessful in their endeavours to put down the 
‘Spitit of medical reform; were their as- 
doeiates in delinquency, the “ recognised” 
officers of our hospitals. How changed is 
publio feeling with respect to these insti- 
tations! Only eight years since, the Coun- 
Gil of the College of Surgeons was looked 
up to as a highly respectable and influential 
body, and the Royal College of Physicians 
Of London was considered to embrace all 
that was distinguished in the honours of 
our profession. The executive authorities 
Of both of these “ Royal” institutions, had 
the favours of the court plentifully show- 
éred cowt them; “ Presidents,” 
“ Censors,” and * Councillors,” were “ re- 
cognised” in the palace, both in their 
official ond in their ptivate capacities. But 
the inffuensé thus sequifed fo the highest 
quarter was never exercised by them, ex- 
cept ‘for the purposes of individual aggran- 
disement and corporate monopoly. The 
tecords of their history present not one in- 
stance to the contrary—not a single example 
of devotion to the promotion of science, to 
the interests of the thedical body generally, 
or to the Of humanity. Every mea- 
bare Of thei¥ condiet exhibits nothing bat 
Coticeit,’ injastice, but the en- 
tite burden of opprestion has been invari- 
ably throwii por the shoulders of the sur- 
and spothecaties belonging to the 
tedféal corporations of the Uni- 
Kingdon: The class of gentlemen so 
by the title of general 
"bis néver received (86 far as 
‘femeinber of discover dpon record) 


from the executive departments of the 
Colleges of Physicians or Surgeons, one 
mark of attention which denoted that there 
existed the slightest desité bn thé part of 
those persons who exercised the powers 
conferred by the charters to relieve them 
from the difficulties under which they have 
so long laboured. On the contrary, perse- 
cution has the motté of the rulers, 
while, we regret to say, the oppressed 
have, until recently, ever disgraced them- 
selves by adopting that of submission. Had 
the Colleges discharged their duty to the 
public,—had they acted up to the intentions 
of the royal founders, the medical body po- 
litic would at this moment have been avow- 
edly, as it is virtually, the most powerful in 
England. But how have they obtained such 
power? Not because the colleges have put 
forward any superior claims for them, but 
because, by the manifestation of talent of a 
first-rate order, by a display of proofs of 
unimpeachable integrity; and by furnishing 
cOtistant evidences of their upequalled use 
in soctety; they Have shown the strongest 
claims to national confidence and respect. 
But can it be possible that the Colleges, 
exposed, weakétied, and despised as they 
are, will continue muth longer to insult 
openly those whom they secretly fear? Are 
the haaghty officials so profoundly stupid, 
as to believe that there exists ote barrier 
which can be set up to check the glorious 
work of medical regeneratiou—to retard the 
hatch of the general body of medical practi- 
tioners on the high to honour and 
décarity t If there exist atiy such dolts, we 
shall not cdndéstend to réagon with them. 
When half crushed to death by events, they 
may dwakén in their expiting agonies (6's 
correct Khowlédye of théir feebleness and 
fallen condition. Tf, however, there bo any 
haughty aristocrats, any insolent monopo- 
lists, Who still»pride themselves upon the 
possession of tsd?ped “immunities, we’ tell 
them that they aré in the hoar of théir peril, 
atid that-soon their power slrall be extinor, 
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ae CONDUCT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH! 


be'desolates: 

out these we have 
oureeye more particularly directed to the 
Royal Odllege of Physicians in London, the 
Fellows of which, with instinctive sagacity, 
have invited the ‘ general practitioners,” 
for two or three seasons past, to participate 
in the enjoyments of milk-and-water ¢on- 
versaziones. But the invited will now ob- 
serve that if, for particular purposes, they 
have been graciously received at the ape 
on one side of the College, they can, for 
particular purposes, be as ungraciously 
ejected at the other. Surgeons, surgeons, 
why do’ you disgrate yourselves, by smiling 
complacently' on, and by coriversing fa- 
miliarly with, men who show by their con- 
duct that, if they had it in their power, they 
would place their feet upon your necks, and 
press you to the earth for ever? At one 
medical college you are invited to a‘ con- 
versazione.” Bah! At another medical 
college you have your heads broken, for ac- 
cepting ad invitation lecture. But 
how have you shown your contenipt for the 
mockery of respect, and your “indignation 
for the premeditated wrong? By nobly 
quitting such scenés of impostute and ini- 
quity for one mcre congenial fo your tastes, 
acquirements, and objects. In rallying 
around the standard which bears the in- 
scription LowpoN Cotrece or Mepi- 
crt,” you have proved that your abhor- 
rence of tyranny and monopoly ‘is not less 
strong than your determination to‘ uphold 
the noble and generous character of British 
medical Practitioners sia unconqierable. 

@ have already’ ‘stated | that our atten- 
tion, on this i is ‘more ‘particdlarly 
“to the Royal College of Physicians, 

renowned or Hes LTH is 
now sitting—a ‘board, the’ medical m mbers 
of ‘which « are all physicinns—and from this 
ah was issued the circular published i in 

of Lancer on the Srd of 


barely possible, that'the first part of it may 


{have escaped the attentive cotsideration of 


our readers, we think it right to republish 
the two fitst paragraphs of that extraordinary | 
docament—particularly extraordinary fot 
the style and elegaticé of its composition, 

but far more deserving of attention 
point which we shall notice 


BOARD OF HEALTH. 

“Tt is of gréat ifportandé’ that 
town or village, particniacly, those sono the! 
coast, should be prepared with the best-ar:, 
ranged means to meet such a calamity as 
the breaking out of the ‘disetise now ragiifg® 
in the north of Europe, so as to prevemt> 
confusion upon the emergency of the mo-, 
ment, and be ay to act upon a well-con- 
sidered system for preventing the 
ing of infection.” - 

Such is paragraph the first; and now for, 
the second :— 

** With this view the Board recommend: 
ed the formation ofa local Board of Health 
at each place, to consist of the chief magis- 
trate, the clengyman, one_or, more medical 

entlemen, aud two or three.of the princi-+ 
pal inhabitants, who may immediately, and 
as occasion requires, correspond with the 
Board of Health in London, the medical 
members of the local boards being deputed 
to write upon all subjects veluting 
symptoms of the disease,, 
“ In the name of the Board, 
Henry HALPonp, President.” 


A grosser insult than the one contained 
in this recommendation, was never offered 
to a respectable body of gentlemen. It 
is really a scandalous insult ; indeed it 
amounts to a violation of an almost sacred 
trust, or if this latter charge be not ad- 4 
mitted, it must be received as a proof of” 
ignorance far beyond what we could Pts 
supposed to exist, even. amongst a 7 
persons consisting of Ro 
College of _Phiysici London 
powers! ‘Whe’ rds” of’ ea 


to be “thé chief mogistre 
of the chief'ma 


j it 
the ele “rg rgymay, two as of the most re 


 spectable ent, one or more of 
the medicql men.” souls Such are are, 
the materials of which “the ‘Boar 

om gi ingle» 


munity. ag, the hest formula for compound- 
ing infant, boards of bealth” in the pro- 
vinces,..The public, will naturally inquire 
how it has happeved that a Board of Health, 
consisting of College 
of. Physicians, . recommend Lord Met- 
Bourne, the secretary for the home. de- 
partment, to. appoint chief magistrates and 
respectable. inhabitants to. the local 
boards,” throwing ina. medical man” or 
occasionally, only kind of ballast 
or‘ make-weight to give some degree of 
steadiness to. the. empty heads of his asso- 
ciates;' (Oh, no! we abuse the parent pro- 
fessional Board. The “ medical man” in 
the “local” establishments is to be cle- 
vated to the high office of ‘‘ secretary” to 
te chief magistrate,” clergyman,” and 
principal inhabitants.” He ia to write 
upon all subjects relating to any symptoms 
of the. disease.” And having received com- 
munications to this effect, the learned phy- 
sicians of the Board in London, will, upon 
the earliest intimation of the existence of 
the malady, cause to be seit down “a 
medical practitioner ‘who Aas been acquaint- 
ed With the disease asit occurred in India.” 
Now if this-be all that the great Board of 
Health can do on the occasion, the Home 
Secretary might discharge the duty quite 
as well, and “ the chief magistrate, the 
clergyman,” and the “two or three re- 
spectable inhabitants,” might be spared the 
inconvenience attendant upon such exceed- 
ingly arduous labours. 
This recommendation of the “ Board ” a 
Pall’ Nail East, can be looked upon as ia 
ort’ of « a premeditated deliberate insult, 
to the ma) jority of general practi- 
tioy an body from which 
it nad y jaf with the per. 
lie, seriously | their inte- 
ts hout kingdo om. ‘th ‘the 1 name 
ot aia on senge, of whiat us use » would be the 
o18 O8 TO 
“ two or three reqpegtable inhabitants,” 
medical ‘point of vie ‘of what 
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trate?” Ta considering this question, it 
must be recollected that there is nota single: 
surgeon, that there is not one practitioner, 
who has observed the ravages of the disease 
in India, sitting upon the London Board of 
Health; ” the medical. men’ of which are, 
witbout exception, physicians, Hence their 
recommendation te the Home Secretary may 
be expressed in. these words ;>— The Privy 
Council has consulted the dignity of our 
College and the public interests, by appoint- 
ing us to sit upon the Board of Health, ate 
salary of about 500/,a year each. True, we 
have never had an opportunity of observing 
the dreadful disease whose ravages we are to 
guard against; but that is of little conse-. 
quence, as we are well acquainted with 
those who have. Knowing of ourselves 
thing on the subject, we have no prejudices 
with respect to remedies, but we cherish a 
prejudice in fayour of our College, which 
we trust may be preserved, though the pub- 
lic be not. The persons who are conver- 
sant with the cholera are amongst the sub- 
ordinates of the profession who have served 
in Iadia, and indeed have traced the dis- 
ease from its origin throughout its entire 
progress, . They know, every-thing about 
it, and it is right that they should be sent to 
fight the enemy, should he make his appear- 
ence in this quarter of, the globe; but it is 
not right that a surgeon or general practi-. 
tioner should be dignified by the title of a. 
“‘ Member of the Board of Health.” An. 
encroachment of this kind would be an 

t| attack upon our dignity, and would 
bringing the subordinates too near our per-,. 
sons and honours. Therefore what we re- 
commend is this ; ;—That, in the. local. 
boards,’ if there be but ONE physician, make. 
hima member of the board, if there | be 
physicians make ‘them amembers of th 
boards, or aif more than two, put them “at” 
in, dut do not on any. account make | sur- 
geons or general Practitioners ‘members 4 
these establishments. 


"Supposing tbat the Board i London did 
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not intend to make the ‘‘ medical gentle- 
man” the servant or the tool of his non- 
professional associates, the foregoing words 
mustexpress pretty nearly what was pass- 
ing in the minds of the ‘royal physicians 
when they recommended that one medical 
practitioner should be associated with five 
non-professional persons in order to consti- 
tute a “ local board of health.” 
Need these assuming pretenders be told 
that the whole of the medical practitioners 
residiog in every small town and. villege, 
should assist in forming these local sana- 
tory committees; aud that in all the larger 
places the whole of the medical prectitioners, 
or the majority of them, should have the 
entire control of the measures to be pur- 
suéd for the’ preservation of the public 
health 2 It is a question of disease, and 
moust be treated medically, or not at all, 
for if the laws of quarantine and other me- 
thods of prevention be not considered in 
relation with the known principles of patho- 
logy, little benefit can be rationally expect- 
ed from them. Advantage, it is true, may 
arise from the adoption of measures founded 
upon empirical views, but in that case the 
benefit would be the mere result of aoci- 
dent. In order that the insult offered to the 
profession by this conclave of physicians * 
may be placed iu a still clearer point of view, 
we shall conclude this notice with the follow- 
ing question, If twelve ctenoywen bed 
been formed into a metropolitan commission 
for the parpose of conducting some ecelesi- 


at y Halford, President of the Royal College 


yam Martin, Comptroller of his Majesty's 
"i ee Stewart, Deputy Chairman of 
ames M‘Grigor, Director-General of Army 


Quarantiae. Pym, 


astical transactions in the provinces, would 
these twelve clergymen, in advising the ap- 
pointment of “ local” commissions, have re- 
commended that they should consist of the 
cutesy macisTuate, the one or 
more clergymen, and two or Vhreo of the 
principal inhabitants t 
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Ar fall meeting of the Committee held 
at the College offices on Tuesday last, it 
was resolved unanimously, that in conse- 
quence of the present agitated and 
state of the public mind on the question of 
Parliamentary Reform, the Gengrat Cox- 
VOCATION, which was intended. to be eld 
of the 29th instant, should be, for the pre- 
sent, postponed 38 very judicious deci- 
sion, considering that many of the points to 
be discussed ia convocation, would have 
immediate reference to the subject of an 
application to the legislature for an Act, or 
to the King for a Charter. The success or 
failure of the Reform Bill will obviously 
determine the course to be adopted. In the 
mean time, as the duties of the Committee 
are becoming daily more heavy, from the 
increased number of applications for admis- 
sion to the Fellowship, it was resolved at 
the before- mentioned meeting, That the 
members of the Committee do meet on 
Tuesday next for the 5 a of increasing 
their number to twenty.” Nothing ¢ can be 
more favourable than the prospects of this 
institution ; its plag is so perfectly unob- 
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HOSPITAL OF ALEXANDRIA. 
SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL or a TUMOUR 
OF THE SCROTUM, 
WEIGHING ONE HUNDRED 4ND TEN POUNDS, 


By M. Cror, Inspector of the Army Medi- 
cal ment in the service of the 
Pacha of Egypt, Director of the School 
of Medicine of Abou Zabel, &e. &e. 

Havine been at Alexandria towards the 

ene of the month of March, 1830, my atten- 

Was “attracted by an unfortunate Arab, 
who-was affected. with an enormous scrotal 
tumour, by the exposure of which he en- 

Chak to éxcite public compassion. 

ving the poestb ty of relieving him 

by a sureical operation, 1 had him received 
into the Naval Hospital om the 27th of 
h, ana by careful interrogation received 

the following information concerning his 


. general history, and the origiu and progress 


of his case. 

‘Agi Assan, wt. 40, was born at Benilkelp, 
in the environs of Montfalout, Upper Egypt, 
of constitution, and lively disposi- 
tion. His mother laboured under elephan- 
tinsis of the legs. His only’ trade was that 
of a marabout, a deseription of servant in 
the Moslem office hereditary 
ia his family: He led~ wandering life, 
begging and selling amulets through Egypt. 

He states that, at. twenty-five years of 
age, a swelling of the scrotum supervened 
Spontanéodsly, and without Known cause. 
He hed been attacked several times previ- 
ously with venereal affections, for which he 
received nd médical treatment, as is the 
tsual custom’ with the Arabs, in whom 
syphilitic symptoms frequently disappear 
without medical interference. The swelling 
at first was painfol, but then became ind6- 
lent, and i very slowly; now und 
then, howeeer, assuming an acute charac- 
ter, accompanied with fever and vomiting. 
Phis write twedlly lasted’ few days, and at 
each acpession size.of the tumour be- 

e increased. ie the lapse of fifteen 
néarly the size of fetas 
atithe! fall time. » this period he had 


j that di made 
mor if pe ess, and my the space 


dent time) the aweiting ecquited the de- 
velopment which [ proceed to deseribe :— 
The form and volume of the tumour were 
80 singular, that it seemed as if Agi Assan 


had ae a_large between his 
thighs, No traces organs 
were Pe to sight or touch; the 
weight of the swelling obliged him to re- 
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main constantly seated on the grounds 
When. standing. up he was necessitated. to 
keep his limbs widely separated, and in this 
— the tumour could be moved neither 
rwards’ nor backwards; it touched the 
ground, and the patient could sit on it as if 
on a chait, but this attitade could not be 
long preserved. It was twenty-three inches 
long,‘ its transverse diameter ninetéen, and 
its antero-posterior depth ten inches. Its 
anterior surface was divided nearly ia the 
centre by two deep and oblique furrows, by 
which the tumour was ap tly separated 
into two distinct parts. The skin covering 
the’ superior portion was of a dark-grey 
colour, marked also with deep oblique fur- 
rows, leaving in their intervening spaces 
ragged swellings of various forms. The in- 
ferior part was rounded and more volumi- 
nous, its skin smoother, its tint of a clear 
grey, and exhibiting in its centre a longitudi- 
nal furrow, apparently indicating the course 
of the raplie. In the centre of this second 
portion there was a projecting ridge, two 
inches long by one wide, on the left of 
which was situated the orifice, through 
which the urine was dise To the 
right were some ulcerated spots, and here 
only was pain experienced. The posterior 
surface was of darker colour, the skin hard 
and resisting, and inferior in sensibility and 
heat to the rest of the surface of the body. 
The tumour was fixed to the pubis and 
perineum by a large istlimus nearly two feet 
in circumference, formed by the skin of the 
pubis, groigs, perineum}; and the inferior 
parts of thé ‘nates. It was covered with va- 
ricose.veins, end its skin was of a more 
nataral state than that of the other parts of 
the swelling. 
It was quite easy to ascertain that the 
swelling contained none of the pelvic vis- 
cere. Froin' every intication it was also 
likely that the testicles were not essentially 
diseased, There were no apes of sar- 
cocele. The general health of the patient 
ings perfectly favourable for undergoing an 
opunden to which he was fully determined 
to sabmit. ’ 
Unwilling to perform it without ¢on- 
sultation, & called together the army and 
hospital surgeons of Alexandria, £ also te- 
questéd the’ attendance “of M. Pariset, 
was then ia that city, and of thé surgeons 
the Frefich vessels stetioned in the hatborr ; 
of these I may enumerate M, Band, chief 
surgeda of the frigate’ Constance, ‘and 
Means, chief surgeon of the corvette the 
Diligente. The Itation decided that 


the Operation “afforded tlie’ ‘only of 
saving the life .of the,patient, whose exist- 
ence was rendered miserable, and-could aot 
be of long dutation; if tis - 
doned to a watural course. 
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the operation wes 
inthe following manner:~- 
patientwas pleced on a bed, the but- 
tecks elevated, and the thighs and legs held 
wide apart; standiog, at his right side, 1 
formed: upon the anterior part of the isth- 
musa,.0 flap of integuments four inches wide 
by five long (which L intended as a covering 
for the pevia), by means of two perpendi- 
cular incisions. directed from the fold of the 
downwards, and eounected inferiorly 
& transverse incision... By two curved 
incisions, directed on eagh,side from the top 
of the pe:pendicular ribs, and turning, round 
the isthmus to its posterior part; | 
aleo.two other Japs, of rather more than a 
semi-elliptieal shape, for the purpose of 
serving 83 an artificial scrotum, in. case the 
testicles should be found healthy. In the 
dissection of these flaps, 1 divided a great 
number of vessels, some arterial, but prin- 
cipally venous, which I tied at once. The 
flaps having been dissected up, 1 proceeded 
to seek the penis, and this L readily arrived 
at, by introducing a straight catheter into 
the opening through which the urine es- 
caped,. By eutting down on the end of the 
gound,; the glans was discovered, and by 
following the course of the sound, the canal 
waa protected from injury till we arrived at 
the spermatic chords, which were freed by 
two oblique sections, directed from without 
inwards, and above: dowawards. The chords 
were now found to be much:swollen, atleast 
three times more than the natural size, and 
from ten to eleven inches long. By following 
theirextent | arrived at the testicles. The 
ight was swimming in geven or eight ounces 
serum contaiped in the tunica vaginalis ; 
the left did not present this peculiarity. 
They were not longer than natural. The 
swelling aud excessive length of the chords, 
however, ane appeared Ay me such as to 
possibility of preserving his 
testicles, 1 placed..a ligature round each 
chord, aud divided them within two fingers’ 
Ddreadth ofthe ring. 
2 then hastened to detach the tumour, 
without. delaying to tie the, vessels, after 
which (here were butia few branches to be 
brought the, integuments.over 
the penis and pe ited them) with 
afew peints:of sutare, aupported) the 
eutirerby wT bandage. The operasion was 
ig. uwenty-two minutes, The pa- 
Ment endured it. with) admirable. courage. 
‘Howards its conclusion ayncope supervened 
for a few seconds, for which he was imme- 
diately, placed.on the bed, and: Jew. spoons - 
fubofian etherialmiature administered. He 
and. immediately jasked 
pipe.and oupof cofiee, with which he 
wenindulged. He elk aloug presarved . the 
falleat confidence in the success of the ope- 
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iof the perideom, and 


felt strobgodesird to. ntater; but, de- 
spite of bis efforts, he could mot succeed 
in expelling‘a ‘single drop,’ These symp- 
toms having’ continued. urgent! for some 
time, I introduced 9 gum, elastic, sound, by 
the assistance of which, about a pint of uri 
was draws off. ‘The istrées 
however, cominued, which, . presuming {to 
depend on a sympathetic irritation of the 
neck of the bladder, I administered an 
anodyne draught. “This succeeded iw tran- 
|quillising the patient and making him in- 
clined’ to sleep, ‘He thew on 
absolute diet and flax-seed infusion, 
Four, r,t, Pain. ceased, 
sironger, but less frequent. 
28, Morning. Disturbed , night,. sleep 
broken by dreams ; pulse frequent; tongue 
moist; he refuses tigen, and will drink 
plain water. The dressings sowked‘in pro- 
fuse exudation, 
Evenivg, Calmer thaa before; allawed 
oranges at bis own requeste:. cat 
for th ree hours; lips of the wound ing 
in some points, je vist 
30, Moraing.) Slept well; pulse less:fre- 
quent; tongue moist;\ dressings renewed; 
the wound less, puffy and. cleaner than be- 
fore... the evening there. was, a slight ex- 
acerbation. woy eteliel seodw ,aoemod 
Slept well for severe! hours.) 
From, this period: he gradually, though 
slowly, improved, the wound 
the process of suppuration, tiJl- the middle 
June, when his core ,was. complete. His 
convalescence was considerably retarded by 
the ligatures. of the spermatic cbords pro- 
ducing suppuretion, in. the groin, and re- 
maining in the wounds in ‘spite of all at- 
tempts .at their removal, till a. very short 
period before the completion of the cure. | 


ceeded to the examination of the tumour, in 
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presence of the BUNgEQNS 


which esouped: daribg and affer/the 

tion. The skin dstdaceeus, 
much thickened, lobuliiry wifiiteetedo wilh 
yellowish, serum bvésspread | wily 
net-work of 
The this tumouncrag formed 
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| Pathological Exdmination of the Tumour. 

> 
Immediately after the operation, ipro- 
size aad of healthy 


Dine, from ithe end ‘of ‘the | 
‘penis to the -extetnal surface of the tumour, 
was stouteight inches long, and of the ca- 
a sound.: It) seémied' to have 
beenformed by the skin of chepénis, dis- 
itself.%. 
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REPLY OF ‘SR. EX- PROFESSOR PATTISON To | 
‘PETTERS OF DRS. TURNER AND THOM- 

THE nes OF THE EDITOR 
Ander.’ 


> 
¥ 
Sir,—As you have been polite enough 
‘ime’ that’ pages of Tue 
Lancet are ever open for any vindication 
‘which may conceive my character requires 
am consequence of what J may consider un- 
fair strictures on my professioual reputa- 
tion,” Irsball avait myself of your liberal 
‘offer, end shull troable you with two com- 
misichtions, ‘oné in eiswer to the charges 
of my: date’ colleagues! Drs,» Turner and 
Thomson, whose letters you have published 
in detail-da'the of your Jour- 
another in’ reply qo thé strictures 
which you yourself’ heve omade on my 
* Statement of the Factsiof my connexion 
with the University of “London.” I most 
fully admit the that the conduct 
of pe man ‘holding a public situation is 
éuable to criticism, and you will find that 
in answering the strictares which bave been 
‘made on my professional reputation, } shall 
do so in ‘a very different tone from that 
which I have employed in noticing the 
attack which your pages, con on my 
character. 
Phe. deters of my late colleagues, Drs. 
‘aud ‘Thomson, may be considered 
production, aud therefore the 
statements ‘and observations contuined in} p 
og bt) to:regeive: that weight to which 
maybe entitled from their having 
truceived the -conficination of :botli parties, 
dL amipesiectly willingoto ditow-them all-the 
saubhor itp whach ‘they cay receive from this 
circumstance, feel that! my cause isa 


whey: that ths maligwity of my) 


- enemies; ¢von wher it-cdmes forth with all 
it idan | from: its 
wndoimpotent. 
oDre. Durée ond ‘no evi- 
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serletters‘of 


|denee of their honourable ‘feeling, 
least afford a sufficient’ proof ‘of: their bold- 
ess, for. there are few menwho would lave 
had the hardihood so to despise the opition 
of the-pablic as'to have cone forwerdas 
have done, it the most ungracious/sttempt 
blast and tuim the reputation of a edMeague. 
This last act of theirs bas, however, con- 
sistency to recommend it; for it perfedt 
kecping, 08 T<shall be able to show in the 
sequel, with ‘the! line of couduct-they bave 
beew pursaiag in relation to me fot wean 
siderable time pasts 
Having’ “prem sed" these 
which I bave felt myself bound in fairness 
these individaals to before enter 
into an examination of; their fects, I 'shall 
now take up the consideration of the letters 
in the order iu whieh they have 
i 
As this is rather a confused. prodoction, 
I shall, instead: of following writer, 
arrange in order his which dre 
sadly jumbled together in the: original do- 
cument, and shall discuss them separately. 
1st. Dr. Turner accuses me of ingratitude 
for not acknowledging the great aud patro- 
nising kindness with which he conceives he 
has supported me. He observes,—** Of this 
Mr. Pattison’s own statement adduces am- 
ple evidence, since some of the strongest 
facts 'which ohe supports his present 
case bven procured by my 
Now I most difer from the Doctor, both as 
to'the minnber of the facts," and likewise 
ag to niy'daving placed: myself under. an 
obligation ‘to him from the manner in which 
he ‘acted>in relation’ to the letier addressed 
to the Couneil wf''the 9th December, 1829, 
which is in truth the only solitary instance 
recorded iw! Statement” where he 
can be suspected of having acted even with 
fairness when miy interests were concerved. 
The facts of ibis transaction are briefly 
these :—The Council having, towards the 
close of ‘the first session of lectures, insti- 
tuted, two investigations into my conduct as 
a teacher,: on charges; my 
letely vindieuted, 
and feeling vend tired of the odious 
task of clearing’ my churacter from) the!at- 
rtacks ‘of aqonynious slinderers; I stated to 
the Coancit that Fsliould never again convent 
to answer complaints emanating from such 
a source.’ My ovemies: having’ no ‘longer 
this ‘clvannel. of complain open 
to them, seme! individeal was | 
»the begining 'of the of Deceniber of 
the following session, to-eome forward as 
i¢ @ conditions that 
the Council; imoreceiving his complaints, 
should conceal bis warhe, 
in this instance were of a specific chateeter, 
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and were conse either of 


effect :—ist. That I was irregular in the | meri 


delivery of my lectures, frequently absent- 
ingmyself. 2d. That my method was de- 
sultory, lecturing one day on the bones and 
the next on the blood. vessels. 3d, That I 
did not supply a sufficient number of sub- 
jects for effective teaching, 

The committee which was appointed to 
in te these charges, was composed of 
Lord Brougham, Sir Thomas Denman, 
Messrs. Mill and Warburton. I proved to 
the satisfaction of thesé gentlemen, from the 
note-book of my lectures, first, that I had 
never deviated from the most, regular and 
systematic course in treating the subjects; 
secondly, from the dates of the same jour- 
nal, that I had never missed a single leo- 
ture; and, lustly, from the evidence of 
the gentleman who prepared my dissec- 
tions, that my supply of bodies was ample. 
Tt was after I had been completely acquitted 
by the Counci! of these charges, that, feel- 

anxious that my whole conduct as a 
essor should be examined, I required 
my niedical colleagues to institute a further 
investigation, and by a thorough examina- 
tion ¥ my pupils, ascertain from them whe- 
ther I did or did not dischargethe duties of 
my office with zeal and ability. Now I can- 
not admit that my colleagues, in consenting 
to do 80, conferred» any favour on me. It 
was for their own interests that the inves- 
tigation should take place. I @id not ask 
them to give a partial report ; all I required 
was, that the truth should be examined into, 
pudlic, “The mode which was 
them to arrive & this, was un- 


himself admits, the selection 


the character 


in makin 
were guided entirely 
which the pupils prema * industry, 
respectability, and talent ;” and he further 
allows, in the report wiiich he signed, that 
“these students were encouraged fo the 
moat frank expression of their sentiments, 
and ‘theif testimony to the fillowing points 
Wis unanimous :—ist. That the supply of 
ts tO the anatomical Class was ample, 
respects more (han suffi- 
Gient 2dly. That the lectires were con- 
ddoted with perfect regularity, and with 
strictly systematic order; Silly. That the 
sharers ‘was zedloas it the performance of 
is dity, auxious for the improvement of 
his class, and estéémed by his pupils as an 
effective “anil ‘animated teacher.” “Now T 
think it will be conceded, that @ more satis- 
factory testimonial to the chatacter of a pro- 
fessor could not have been obtained ; and 
be% further observed 


that thie Cestim 


origioated in 
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dents in the University, after bad Had 
an opportunity of of and 
ts of their teacher for nearly three 
courses of lectures, Drs, Turner and Thom- 
son, not in “ the after part of the same 
session,” but in a few weeks after they had 
signed this report, for reasons best known 
to themselves, began a- cabal against me 
and, to give expression to sentiments most 
unfavourable to my professional reputation, 
That I am correct in stating that the con-. 
version took place in a few weeks, will 
proved by the fact, that five Weeks after Dr, 
Turner had signed the report above patie 
to (and two of these were the Christin 
holidays, when there were no lectures), be 
addressed a letter to Dr. Davis, in which he 
accused me, whom he had just before, on 
the “ ananimous” testimony of the students, 
selected for their known “ industry, respect- 
ability, and kaowledge,” declared to be a 
most * lous, animated, and effective. 
teacher,” as being altogether incompetent. 
to discharge the duties of my professorship, 
In my “ Statement,” I said this was a most 
astounding piece of inconsistency, and 
added, that “ J was told” that Drs. Turner 
and Thomson had said, with the view 
getting out of it, that the students they h 
examined had afterwards “ told ‘them they 
had altered their opinions.” - Both of these 
individuals in their letters deny that they 
ever said so. They say, “* We have never 
asserted that the students told us so” (that 
they had altered their opinions), “ and it is 
equally incorrect that we have endeavoured 
to excuse our apparent inconsistency u 
that plea.” This being granted by ‘the 
my case is strengthened, The students, 
a they assert are the best judges of 
competency, are unanimous in the opinion, 
after they have attended me during three 
courses, that I am a “ zealous, euimated, 
and effective teacher,” yet they, my col- 
leagues, without being told by the students 
that they * had altered their opinions,” 
discover, after I only delivered lectures for 
three weeks longer, that 1 am a most idle, 
careless, and incompetent professor! It is 
scarcely possible to conceive & more bare- 
faced piece of inconsistency ; and us they 
themselves do not attempt to b sed any ex- 
planation of it, I shall take he liberty of 
One cause of the, persecutions wh 
have been in operation against’ me sid 
my connexion with the University, 
the wish, 
of Mr, Bell to 
niversity, that my ¢bair might be 
by that De and 
son were not parties to the scbeme in 
first instance, but almost immediately 


th ai th th 
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Objectionable, “ Seven or eight of the 
most distinguished students” were sum-| 
moned before them; and as Dr. Turner! 
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other to become most active and unhesitat- 
ing agentsin the conspiracy. This is the 
true explanation of their inconsistency. Dr. 
Turner himself was only prevented from in- 
nocently disclosing the secret himself at the 
late meeting .of the proprietors, by reading 
the letter which he addressed to Be. Davis 
on the subject of my incompetency, by the 
denne not permitting him to doso. In 
is precious document (whieb, let it be ob- 
served, is dated January 30th 1330, only a 
Ww weeks after he had testified on the evi- 
“pce of the most distinguished students, 
and his own observation, i0 terms the most 
datory, as to my talents and capacity as 

a teacher), after he had warned the Council 
to be. on,their guard in receiving complaints 
me, assuring them the inquiry he 
gadertaken had furnished “ strong evi- 
dence of suspicion that the charges had 
ated in feelings which were too per- 
sonal in their nature to deserve ’’ attention, 
Dr. Turner comes forward and contradicts 
his former statement. He tells Dr. Davis 
thatl am idle, careless, and incompetent, 
and that if the professors wish the medical 
school.to succeed, they one unite, and 
ce me to exchange proféssorships with 
Te. Charles Bell. If 1 had been really 
idle, careless, and incompetent as professor 
of anatomy, was I a fit person to fill the chair 
of surgery? Yet such was the recommen- 


dation of the consistent professor of che- 
! 


2nd. The next charge in Dr. Turner’s 
letter which I shall notice is, that «‘ I and 
my supporters in the Couucil” have always 
sedulously avoided having my conduct in- 
vestigated. That au individual like Dr. 
Turner, aware of the truth of the facts 
of my statement, and which he does not 
pretend to contradict, should .be so lost to 
every sense of moral responsibility as to 
make such a declaration, is incredible. In 
my ‘‘ Statement” I have recorded the fol- 
lowing fects, and neither the Council nor 
Drs. Turner and Thomson can deny ove of 


First. In the month of January, 1829, the 
Council having received an anonymous com- 
plaint, T at dnce consented to answer it. I 
saw the Council oo the subject, and satis- 
fied them that it was groundless. 

Secondly. In thé month of March of the 
seme year, another ananymous complaint 

as by the Council, 1 Sheertully 
it, my conduct was vin- 
ted 


“Thirdly. Ta the ‘Decémber of the same 
“sone Of my enemies’ having got an in- 
to maké Bpecific’ charges against 
ne, fot Batished with refutidg them to the 
re satisfaction of the Countil, deter- 
tembve all suspicion, I insisted ou 


fact of my conduct as a professor, and by 
en examination of pils, to convince 
themselves whether 1 really did fulfil the 
duties of my professorship, and whether my 
class considered me a competent teacher. 
After this investigation they report, that in 
the ‘* wnanimous ” opinion of the students, 
“*T am zealous in the performance of my 
duty, anxious for the improvement of my 
class, and esteemed by my pupils an effec- 
tive and animated teacher ;” and they fur- 
ther add their own conviction obtained from 
this inquiry, “* that it is quite indubitable 
that the charges brought against their col- 
league are frivolous and destitute of founda- 
tion,” 

Fourthly. When Eisdell (after receiving 
thé note from Mr, Horner informing him 
that an examination into my conduct would 
not be undertaken ‘‘ on the representation 
of one pupil,” * believing the one, owing 
to private hints to be emphatic”) induced 
fifteen students to unite with him in sending 
into the Coancil e letter which contained cer- 
tain specific charges, I consented, without 
hesitation, to answer them, and in person 
and by letter satisfied the Council that the 
charges which had been made against me 
were utterly without foundation. When 
these same students, after their first charges 
had been refuted, were again induced, by 
ing written to by Mr. Horner, to send in new 
ones, did I refuse to reply to them? No, 
although they were of the most contradic- 
tory character, one student accusing me of 
not having lectured on a particular part, 
another of having spent too much time in 
the demonstration of the same organ, a 
third, that L was not minute enough in the 
description of the skeleton, a fourth, that 
I devoted too much of the session to oste- 
ology, &c., I say, although their contra- 
dictions proved their falsehood, I conde- 
scended to answer them. I went before the 
Council, and in a speech which occupied 
two hours, I proved their maliguity and ab- 
surdity, and that my refutation might be’ 
placed on record, I sent in to the Council 
on the following day, a communication 
of eighteen pages to the same effect. 
This mvestigation was continued from the 
10th of May 1850 till the ist of August 
1630, and never, as the above facts will 
prove, during the progress of it, did I or 
my * supporters in the Council, endea- 
vour to. persudde that body that the com- 
plaining students’ ought not to be heard.” 
So triumphantly was my reputation vindi- 
cated by this foutth investigation, that im- 
médiately after it had terminated, without 
any solicitation on my part, 1 was appoint- 
ed to the chair of surgery, in addition to the 
one I htid previously occupied. 

that the students were incited to 
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of 
lifigations, ag a teacher, whic am sure, |} 
although you are pleased to. cal) it “8 piece 
of tom-fodlery,”” the profession will adaijt 
was unexceptionable : jt a short-, 
hand-writer should be. appai to report 
my lectures, So desirous that 
Coungil should accede to this proposal, th 
I consented to pay myself one half of the 
which would be incurred, 

hat, confidence, I would ask, is to be 
placed in the candour and honour, of a man 
who, with a knowledge of these facts, de- 
clares that ond my supporters” have 
sedulously avoided having my conduct in- 
vestigated? 

3d. Dr. Turner, aware of the nature of 

my charges against Mr. Horner, has the un- 
blushing effrontery to assert—'‘ The charges 
ey ht against that gentleman, I consider- 

nen, as : do now, to be frivolous and 
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own ban might bronght op 
dzment against him, he got one of he. 

Studehts to copy. 

are? Mr, pater with ‘gantin 

ng in the me 
the and by doipg ao encou- 
them in. their id 
with avppo vindicate 
conduct of of Air, had insulted 
Professor by callie no, gendemap 
at; served a writ upon OF 
him a .certifigate wh 

is irregularity did not entitle, hint 
eive, These are the charges 

urner cousiders frivolous and vexatious. 
shall offer no comment, but leave it to the — 
to form their owa judgment, upon 
them, ; 

4th, Dr, Turner vindicates the conduct , 
of the students, and observes—‘ The cons ,, 
duet of these young men, throughout their 
whole previous career at the Maley 
was, in every Pa deserving of 
highest praise.” I shall say nothing of 


I shall. allow the profession to 
judge whether the charges were, or were 
not, frivolous and vexatious. They were 
to the following effect :— 
1st. Dr. Alexander Thomson, the son of 
Professor A. Todd Thomsov, although he 
had sever been a pupil of my class, having 
been proved, in the investigation of Eisdell’s 
charges, to have been a most active agentin 
inciting the students, to acts of hostility 
against me, an order was issued by the 
Council for his exclusion from, the Univer- 
and for his from the Univer- 
“7 
char, t, Horner witht not only hav- 
ing on oi own authority, and io ‘direct 
violation of the order of thé Council, re- 
admitted this young man; but after he had 
done 80, On receivin his’ promise, which he 
immediately broke, chat he would not inter- 
fere with Professor Pattison, ou Thiomson’s 
being for his misconduct again excluded, of 
readmitting hiin again, ‘and of giving him 
his special ‘license to gd to my theatre to 
my pupils as to ‘my incbmpetency 


tis permission my class-room wag convert- 
ed intoa of j as to my 
tency as 
pupils, a of whom had only, 
anatomy for a fortdight,’ were Wert’ constituted? ¢ 
the judges of their 

2d. I charged Mr. the duty of 
and 
the bis,ability the res 


a 


we bold 
of the 


statements, 


nner in which this party of the students, . 
who are thus praised by Professor Tureer, | 
behaved to me their Professor last spring, — 
but as that individu that their 
previous, cateer, at the U niversity was, in 
every respect deserving of the highest 
praise,” 1 shal all quote. the following passage _ 
from a memorial which, they addressed to 
the Council—the heads of the University :— 
** Should you, however, seglect our prayer, 
we warn you that we shall publish this very . 
appeal—shall lay bare the deep and ua- 
answered malignity, of the mis-statements. 
attested by D}, Birkbeck” (a member of the 
Council) the mean party spirited wilful 
duplicity by which he, © supporter of 
Mr. Pattison, tried to. make the proprietors .. 
believe that oue student only charged that. 
entleman, and that an igaorant student... 
sould Dr, Birkbeck, a member of the + “ 


cil, a canvasser fon Mr. the 


of the against our wa: aod, the 
cultivator of their cabals—co he... 
wus ignordut of the 


with 

urge his 

tained in the th 

these facts, 
cause. he b 


ourselves, pd 


bia m int on 


q 


DEFENCE OF THE wal 


ys Was) in éyety respect, de- 
of the bighe.« leave it for 
the profession, for gentivdien’  ac- 
quainted with” ‘iptine, to de. 
cide whether it was so 
“Dr.” Turner Mt: Pattison 
demanded the assistance Of the Council, 
the Couneil did’ all they coald to sup 
him,” Whit’ até facts,’ detail in 
my: Statement,” wilich have! rémained un- 
bécause’ théy cannot be con- 
ited?” “Ist. Whet the riots commenced 
I applied fot tlie pavice of the Council as 
to'the steps Tsbould pursue, I was difect- 
ed, if any ktudent shoald act in a disorderly 
iu my class-room, have him drag- 
out by a Unwilling to put 
measure of such severity, I re- 
_ thé namesof the riotous pupils to the 
ucil. They suspended them fora few 
days, and they then re. them to 
the lectures.on their makin apology, not 
to me whom they had insu ted, t to Mr. 
Horner, whom I had already impeached as 
@ party in the conspiracy!! 2nd. When 
thrée of the sume pupils so re-admitted to 
the lectures immediately afterwards offered 
me the grossest insults, wliat was the con- 
duct ‘of Council?” Agaid they were sus- 
pended for a few’ Ways, again re- 
admitted, and ihe con- 
ed the information to me for their re- 
coupled with an order that I 
should grant dertificite’ ta’ Mr. Peart to 
which he was not entitled, dnd who, for my 
having refused it, had rallcd me * no gen- 
tleman,” and had served hi writ upon’ me 
within the ‘walls “of “the University!!! 
Srd. Of allowing, ‘with’ their ‘privity ‘and 
knowledge, a “ standing committee of the 
insubordinate pupils” to sit regularly in thé 
University to issue orders for my pupils to 
insult me 7!? atid to put a stop to the'lec- 
turés ‘on ‘aiiatonty aod surgery for neurly 
five Weeks, and of conimunicating officially 
with the” chairman’ and of this 
Standing’ Cinimittee.” pears to the 
that’ such’ cond Sn the Council 


wat" a\Stratige ‘method “of ‘yffording ** sup- 

oot? ationg’ tite 


hit Me 


6 


e “anit fidndéd;” 


surgery should only be deliverbd 
evenings in the era and the fee ‘Was bet] 
at only two pounds. ‘I soon found, that rie 
did nor increase the number of my lect set : 
it would be impossible for me to 
thé subjects which Thad entered i in 
spectus, and ‘accordingly began, 
month of January, to deliver an extra lec. 
ture evety week. A party of the pu- 
pile, amongst whom was the Co inant, 
y their riot and‘iusubordination, interrupt-_ 
ed the lectures for five weeks, aad, conse- 
from fault on my part, the class” 
were deprived of fifteen lectures on sur- 
gery, which they would otherwise have 
received. ‘Unwillitig that tle diligent stu- 
dents should suffer from we misconduct of 
the insubordinate ones, I determined, after, 
the session had closed, to continue my sur- 
gical lectures, in order that I might com-, 
plete them, but was prevented from doing — 
so by the identical pupils who sent into the 
Council the complaint to which Dr. Turner 
refers. These young men, with a degree of 
insolence for which they would have been 
expelled from any schoat in the world (but 
they manage these things differently in the 
University of London) with hootings and 
hissings, ordered their Professor out of hia 
own theatre, when he, in hig anxiety to 
serve them, was contiouiny his lectures after 
the termination of the session, and then 
wet to the Council to complain that he bad 
not ire § all the lectures he promised ! 

There ‘are some other points in Dr, 
Turner's letter—viz, the memorial signed 
by sixty students, the conduct of Mr. Ben- 
nett, Ke, &e. but as I shall have occasion 
to examine these pdiats either in my answer 
to the letter,of Dr., Thomson, or in the re- 
ply which I’ shall make to the strictures 
which you yourself bave offered to the pros 
on the facts of my * Statement,” 

1 shall leaye them, for the present. 

As. I am unwilling to occupy too much, 
space in. any sipgle Number.of your Jour- 
val, [ shall postpone my observations ga, 
Dr, Thomsop’s letter uatij next 

am, Sir, ear 

|Your, obedient 
Granvitte aid 


OF THE a9 char 


Ter. 
vith 
nd, 
the... 

“bs 
the 
the. 
er, 
eir 
in 
Pst 
to 
ar, 
ry. 
ite. 
ne 
ul 
at 
‘a 

pee 
ns 
Riad 


830. 


int or two on which I think” hé has 
u rather too hastily. : 
‘It is, indeed, true that Sif Williani 
did, in strong terms, decline ‘the 
ered of estéem, as s00n as hie 
was informed that measures bad been taken 
to procure it; but so far wéte the meinbets 
of the committee, aud very many Of their 
brother officers with whom they wére fn 
daily and persdnal communication, from 
thinking that the generous feats of Sir Wil- 
liam, with respect to the influence of the 
intended present on his utfity to the ae 
ought to sway the independent minds of the 
donors, that it was considered right to pro- 
ceed in the mattet jist as if'tio such com- 
munication had been mae to thé intended 
ie¢; atid not only the mémbers of the 
commit , but every otlér naval medical 
Officér whiom they consulted on the occa- 
sion, expressed the same opinion, coupled 
with sincere regrét, that the affair had been 
made known to Sir William before even the 
plan was sufficiently matured. 

Having willingly admitted that your cor- 

ent “ No Tory” writes in the style 
ofa gentleman, Iam sorry that he should 
have allowed any-thing liké a sneer to es- 
éape through the medium of his pen. 

“No Tory” must be well aware that 
there is an extreme difference between such 
a letter as his, and the personal and scurri- 
lous attacks of béingé like “ Hatoulo” and 
Subscriber ;” and thdt, when such 
anonymous writers Were to be answered, it 
was absolutely necessary that the respond- 
ént shodld give his name and offices in full. 
Now, it was quite well known to évery 
member of the naval medical profession, 

the offices attached to my signature 
were held by me ; and, therefore, in annex- 
ing those titles, I could not be actuated by 
dny-think like vauity; but, a8 my answer 
Was to be inserted in @ Journal which de- 
servedly has a most extensive and rapidly- 
increa ciréalation, dnd would therefore 
be read by thousands who know little or 
even of the establishment 

w I: hold those offices, the mere 
enunciation of my name did not appéer to 
me so well calculated to give weight to m 
assertions, as the name connexion wit 

next point to which 1 would respec 
call “ No Tory’s” attention, is that 4 
Which he soys that my “ very powerful rea- 
aon,”” ag he is to designate it—that 
** every member of * Harculo’s’ patasitic 
committee is already in se high 

ni 


d responsible office, or independent of the 
Ear and that noue of them Nave any- 


SIR-WILLIAM-BURNETT COMMITTEE. 


oné, on the that's 
sisting of such exalted personages, should 
persist id their and indulge themselves 
in theif, no doubt sincere, but perbaps some- 
what fulsome demonstrations of gratitade 
for the enjoyment of high officiel situations, 
or other i vircamstences ele- 
vating them ebove any farther 

of promotion or emolument, even althou 
they were positively assured that such in- 
dalgence would injure the man for whom 
they entertained well-meérited esteem, and 


totatly destroy the of the 

more the corps 
they belonged.” if 

To this I shall + that the hum~ 


ble individuals constituting the committes 
were quite of a different opinion, and did 
not for a moment su that Sir W. Bur- 
nett’s fears were w unded—not be- 
lieving that the exalted personages "who 
alone could in soy wey interfere with bis 
benevolent exertions, could be inftuenced 
by sich unworthy motives; butt on 


of 
and respect was shown to one who 
higher powers” know, has well earned it 
by his exertions, however tittle suecess may 
have crowned his endeavours, 1 will also 
say that the committee were confirmed in 


their opinion the expressed sentiments 
of very many members of the corps— 
indeod by every medical officer of the navy 
whom they had an opportunity of consult- 
ing ; and 


must add that, in my opinion, it 
is not very charitable towards Sir William 
Burnett's superiors in office, to suspect or 
assume that they would be offended by any 
demonstration of gratitude which be 
made by a body of men to their chief, al- 
though thet chief, in his anxiety to do 
should be too scrupuloudly careful to avoi 
every-thing which might, even by a bare 
ility, interfere with bis patriotic  in- 


possibility, 


Having stated thus much, which I hope 
will be satisfac to ‘* No Tory,’ I beg, 
in conclasion, to ve that at opinion hes 
gone eboad to e certain extent, that the 
commitiee have abandomed the plen ia 
which they have the inward setisfaction of 
knowing they engaged: with: parer 
more sham w 
some persons have imputed to them; and 
I . therefore ure through .your -valu- 
able publication, to: imform my medical 
brethren of chemavy, tliat whatever, may 
have been done ot said by a few designing 
or dissatisfied individuals, in order to thwart 
the scheme, no such ides was ever Unter- 
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the coutrary, it would, or ought to, be grats- 

fying to every virtuous, upright, mind, to 

tenuons, 
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SRBPLY-TO DR. SCOTT. 


Ro: 

py al Hosphal, Hadlar, 

Bept. 


OF THE COMMITTEE. 


the Edilor of Tae Lancer. 

» Ste,—Having received, on my arrival at 
this » Tue Laweer of the 
3d instant, containing a letter from James 
Seott, M:D.; junior surgeon, &c. &e. &c., of 
Haslar Hospital, in which he has vainly en- 
deavoured to defend the self-constituted 
committee for managing the Burnett esteem- 
tex! from the just attack of Harculo, I cannot 
refrain from offering a few observations 


and knavery, as does 
surprised that he feels sore that you should 
have jent your powerful aid in branding the 
conduct of men who, however they may 
think to impose upow the juniors and the 
timid of the corps, cannot remove the stigma 
which is alteady atteched to them. That 
the medical officers.of the navy have an un- 
doubted right to dispose of the wretched 
i they receive in the shape of pay 
and hbalf-pay, by even contributing to the 
esteent-present: is most true, but that fifty 
in five hundred of them would, of their own 
free will and consent, give a farthing for the 
rehase of any-thing of the kind, I do not 
were it not that dread, and 
j » perpetual employment, or the 
coast Perbaps Dr 


. Scott will in- 
form your readers, in the next Number of 
‘Pur yfor what purpose the thirty- 


one naval surgeons assembled at Gosport in 
Jane last; why he has taken upon him- 
self to say, tliat * the whole corps, with the 
exception of such men-as Harculo, deeply 
feel and warmly express the obligations they 
Sir W illiem.” for. my part, admire 
Harcule’s expdsition, as does every inde- 

De. Scott and» his worthy colleagues 
inny try: td) paint dam, he-is, in every point 
o€ | wiew; the ‘anid: Doctor's superior and 
‘viewing bim im this light, and.asia just and 
‘upright’ person, di agree with the Doctor 
thatuhe!whole corps, with the exeeption of 


such men as Hareulo 
warm express the owe” 
Sir William. 

I would not atk Dr. Scott bow the 
pointment of the men composing tlie cbin- 
mittee was procured, or What good, sfeak- 
ing collectively, and in féference to 
whole corps, Sir William bas done, or éver 
tried to do, for them. And as for ti 
even-hatided justice, will Dr. Scott be kind 
enough to mention a féw examples for the 
information of thé many who know nothing 
of it? It is easy to make assertions, but we 
want proofs. [ would also ask Dr. Sco’ 
who speaks so largely of the members o 
the committee having nothing to expect in 
any way, but who, im fact, seem to enjoy 
the “ otiam cam dignitate,” whether he does 
not himself look forward to something eyen 
better than what he has now, and whether 
there are not more ways than one by which 
Sir William can at least assist him to it. 

But respecting the fam committee, 

the fact is, the whole business was first set 
on foot by themselves. Dr. Scott and Co, 
took advantage of a few good-temperéd 
souls, whothey knew would not, for various 
reasons, like to say “‘ no” to their whining 
solicitations, and persuaded them, in con- 
junction with some of their more particular 
friends, to elect the said Dr. Seott and Co, 
at a meeting convened ostensibly for an- 
thef purpose. 
It is easy for men like Dr. Scott to talk 
about unknown writers like Harculo, and to 
assert that he deserves nothing but con- 
tempt, and it is also edsy for him to add the 
epithets “ illiberal,” &c. It is easy, I say, to 
make such assertions, but he must prove 
his assertions before tlie world will put cre- 
dence in them. If, indeed, it be illiberal to 
speak the truth, Harculo is certainly very 
illiberal ; and would Harculo not have been 
a great fool to publish his name, when he 
well knew that by so doing he might be 
consigned to perpetual service at sea in the 
most unhealthy climates? 

Dr, Scott calls Harculo’s letter a misera- 
ble attempt, an assassin-like attack ; but 
there is no person who knows the trickery 
that has been practised by the committee to 
curry themselves into favour at the expense 
of the corps, or any-thing of what a person 
in Sir William’s situation has in his power, 
but will applaud the writer, and extol His 
mode of attack ; and if by the term “ misera- 
ble,” the Doctor means bad composition, I 
leave it to your readérs to say whether the 
superiority lies on his own side, or on Har- 
oulo’s, I grant it is but right that Dr, Scott, 
aod perhaps fifty others, who have experi- 
Sir Williay’s friendship, should 4 
their gratitude to him, but let them not 


it. at the expense of the many who are not 
in bis debt. ‘The howe ver, 


ADDITIONAL STRICTURES ON THE CONDUCT 
on it, 
Giving Dr, Scott credit for being quite | 
sincere when he expresses regret that you) 
should have inserted a letter containing so 
much truth, and exposing so much cunning 


withstanding they all bold lucrative appoint- 
ments, seem to have acted with ee fore- 
sight, and with uncommon Scotch-like par- 
simoay in regard to their own pockets ; far, 
mark you, the poor half-pay surgeon, who 
has perhaps a large family to support, is to 
subscribe the same amount as themselves, 
In conclusion, Sir, if Sir William’s remon- 
strance hed the bers of the self- 
constituted committee in June, it seems, to 
use the words of one | Pad co d- 
ents, ‘‘ una-countable they could, in 
direct defiance of that remonatrance, issue 
their circular ;” and if a hundred Juniuses 
were in existence, should not their pens be 
pes te to blazon forth to the world the 
g effrontery of such beings? 
Your very obedient servant, 
Deal, Sept. 10, 1831. 


CONNEXION OF PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS, 


_ To the Editor of Tas Layeer. 
Sir,—I have been in tlie habit of reading 


$82 PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS—CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 


_ Brand’s Lungcy.Case, “ A full, 
this most and extraordinary 

tion; inclading animadversion on the sd 

ct a in ths By Charles Dunné, 

c. 

Deseription. of the New.Process of Per- 
forating und ying the & in the Bladder, 
Iilastrated with cases and a drawing of the Instru- 
ment; in a Letter addressed to the ieal Board 
of Calcatta. James Atkinson, Esg., Surgeon 

nt, &e, So. Highley,~ 


Bengal Esiabli 
1831. 8vo. pp. 88. ; 
Operative Surgery, . Maingault's Illus- 


trations of the different Amputations performed on 
the Human plates designed 
after nature, with alterations and practical observa- 


tions. By William Sands Cex, 

edicine. urgeon to the 
Londog Longman, Polio, Splates. 


turer on Ana- 


The Lectarers and Teachers at the various medi-. 
cal and surgical schools in the metropolis, are re-, 
spectful!ly requested to forward prospectuses of their 
establishments and coarses of lectures for the en- 
suing season, to Tae Lancer Orrice, immediately,” 


and digesting every communication in your | '" order that the account of the metropolitan schools, 
Lancer for the last three years, and although | which we shall publish in our next, may be render- 
I seldom make it the medium of my thoughts, ed complete in every respect. ‘The jetters must be., 
still I am impelled to request the insertion of | post paid. . 

Marshall 


a few words in unison with Dr. 
Hall’s letter in your last publication. 

I deem it fair and useful for the profession 
to adopt such a plinas the learwed Doctor's, 
by sending any peculiar prescription of his 
own invention to a respectable druggist’s 
near where be can inspect the preparation 
of it, There is mycli’ quackery and ig- 
norance in the drug business, owing to its 
members being non-collegiate,. unlike the 

ofessions under your surveillance, that it 

really necessary for the physician. to al- 
lude to certain, but. more than one, retailer. 
Even gos Me. Editor, who are so anxious 
to purify. the profession, and in the London 


} 


hs 
‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr. EB. Waring’s letter respecting the 
“ Bleemosynary Fund,” will appear next 
The testimonials described by 4 Friend 
to Reform, would not qnalify him for the diploma of . 
the London College of Medicine if teeee bot 
tising ax an apothecary previously ‘to the Ist of Au- 
gast, 1815, 


er, as regards Mr, Cooper, 
better remain as Mr. C, has 

The** charlatanic handbill mentioned by 
Viator did not aceompany his letter. We wait its’ 


College of Medicine tre reducing the differ- | -.¢¢; 


ent bratiches of medicine to, their ancieut 
limits, canaot blime sugh.a plan as the 
Doctor has pursued—that is, seuding to the 
druggist to compound a pill after a serupu- 
Jous and particular method, such as few 
druggists having 100/, per annum house- 
rent will trouble themselves to do, and such 


the feeble ety of my pen. Lam, Sir, 
yours respectful! ‘ 
Wass, 


East Place, Lambeth, 


pt. 

Inquirer —Mr. 0. The time demanded. 
for attendance upon lectures, exceeds that which is 
required for atieadance upon dispensary. practice. 
Hence, by the “ attendanes ” of which our corre-" 
spoudent speaks, he will gain’) nothing in poing of. 


.Z. Yea; and on those testimonials 

the commitice wi decide. yan 
T. A. will Gnd his comimunication in Toe 
Bator. 


Mr. P. M1. of Brighton, requests 


that Mr, F. Wi with for any 

on the subject of Braden’s case, 

he will be happy in replying to any Jetter Mr,W. may 
forward to Mr. L. by past ; 


= 
J 
} 
4 
‘ 
We are inclined to think (with reference 
to the letter df A Young Practitioner and his neigh- 4 
‘ 
as is perfectly within the duty of a-druggist. | 
Having lived with Mr. Howlett many | 
years since gs his assistant, I. caphot ‘les | 
this occasion pass without giving Dr. Mall 
An unavordable us to delay the 
publication of the Index to preseat Volume 
|fitour neat Number. 
END OF VOL, Il, 1830—31. 
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Agaric, white, use of the, in nocturnal 
Ague, strong mental and 


Alcohol, effects of the injection of, into 


Amputation, par 


Anatomical preparations, new 


INDEX 


TO 
VOLUME II., MDCCCXXX—XXXI, 


A 


Apennetny, Mr., votice of the death of, 
4 


121; on the eccentricity of, 480. 
Abortion, case of obliteration of the 


vagina, produced by the injection of 


sulpharic 
eure, 38. 
Abuses at Guy’s Hospital, 191; in the 
office of parish doctor, 532; gross, non- 


» in an attempt to pro- 


medical coroners, 630; at the Jervis 
Street Hospital, 633; in the Court of 


Admiralty, 759. 


Acetic acid, M. Orfila on the poisonous 
qualities of, 714; experiments with, 
on dogs,715; case of poisoning by, 715. 

ections, 


Acupunctnration in rheumatic 
Dr. Banks on, 129. 

Adelphi, inquest in the, 631. 

Admiralty, corruption in the, 759. 


Adalterations of strychnine, M. Robiquet 


on the, 6; of some essential oils, mode 
of detecting, 7. 


perspirations, 316. 
sical exer- 
tions, as a remedy for, 39 ; Dr. Elliotson 


on two cases of, 294. 
the veins of a horse, 76; treatment of 


fever 


of Ophthalmology, 326. 

, of the foot, case of, 
by Mr. Syme, 99; of both legs, after 
mortification, Mr. Mayo, 158; of 
the femur, by Mr. Earle, for fungus 

. hematodes, 360; by Dr. Bryce, at the 
shoulder-joint, 741; of the head and 

. two inches of the shaft of the humerus, 
742; of the thigh, at the hip-joint, 742. 

y import- 
ed, 125; a new mode of preserving, 
by Mr, Watson, 129; and obstetric ma- 


Bell's case of, 804. 


Animal matter, on the effects of the effta- 


vinm of, 321, 353. 


Animals, parasitic, physiology of, 411. 
Animal magnetism, from the French 


Academy on, 573. 


Anus, imperforate, Mr. Thomas’s case, 730. 
Aorta, Dr. Elliotson on aneurism of 


Apostacy 


134; case of spontaneous rupture 
the, related by Dr. Hume, 227. 

of Mr. Lawrence, letter from a 
disbeliever in the, 503. 


Apothecaries, comparative proportion of, 


in France and Prussia, 78. 


Apothecaries’ Company, Editor’s remarks 


A 


Armstrong, Dr., the late, rema 


on the conduct of the, in the prosecu- 
tion of Mr. Ryan, 18; report of evi- 
dence adduced by the, on the trial 
against Mr. Ryan, 19; despicable con- 
duct of the, towards Mr. Ryan, 49; 
at Dublin, appeal to the students in 
pharmacy thronghont Ireland, 48 ; rules 
adopted by, in the recognition of me- 
dical lecturers, 111; further remarks 
on the prosecution of Mr, Ryan by the, 
113; motion of Mr. Ryan iu the Court 
of King’s Bench, for a rule to show 
cause why the verdict against him 
should not be set aside, 120; further 
observations by the Editor on this 
action, 145; ‘letter from ‘“ Apis,” in 
defence of, 205; Editor's remarks 
upon, 211; trial of Mr. Greenwood by 
the, 337 ; report of trial instituted by, 
against Mr. Fry, for fraud, 503; note 
from Mr. Watson respecting, 633. 

thecaries’ Act, ha decision 

rd Tenterden, relating to, $39; the 
declaratory Act, 347; remarks by the 
Editor on the anomalous judgments 
delivered in our courts of law, under 
the, 376. 


Apothecaries and physicians, remarks on 


the alleged distinctions between, 414; 
remarks on the unjust attempt to esta- 
blish distinctions amongst, 329. 


Arm, preservation of the, after the de- 


struction of the head of the humerus 


a bulle on, 641. 
by . on the 


efforts of, in favour of surgical refi 
401; his history of the persecution 


232; Dr. Kings! 


the late Mr. Bennett by the Col 
Council; remarks of, on the case of Mr, 
Kiernan 


Reon 
Hospital, 158; diffuse, false, Mr. J. 
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